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The Making of Cellophany: An Interview 
with Hamilton Berry (‘03) 


Hamilton Berry at recent photoshoot. 


By Noam Friedman 
Staff Writer 


Hamilton Berry graduated from 
The Hill in 2003. A strong cellist with 
a passion for service, he volunteered at 
the W. O. Smith music school-a place 
that offers free or discounted music 
lessons for underprivileged kids. In his 
junior year, he proposed the idea of 
hosting a fundraiser concert to benefit 
the W. O. Smith School. That show he 
put on with a few of his friends was 
the beginning of Cellophony. 

His senior year, Hamilton helped 
to put together another concert— 
this time expanding the show into 
something bigger, and twenty years 
later, Cellophony is still going strong. 
This is the story of the origin of 


Cellophony and Hamilton's journey 
toward becoming.a professional 
musician. 


What made you decide to start 
Cellophony, and how did you 
organize it the first year? 


I guess there were several things 
that inspired me. One was that I just 
happened to have a very talented 
cellist in the same class with me at 
MBA. His name is Michael DeBruyn 
(MBA '03); he’s gone on to play with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony in the cello 
section. And back then, we were both 
very serious about cello. 

We knew each other from taking 
lessons with the same teachers over 
at Blair, and I think part of it was that 
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the two of us wanted to do something 
that was a little different from the 
other concerts that we were playing 
on the Hill at the time. 

And then I think the other piece 
of it was that I had been doing some 
volunteer work over at the W. O. Smith 
Music School and was just really 
inspired by the work they were doing 
then and which they have continued to 
do in terms of offering lessons to kids 
from low income backgrounds. 

I guess my thought then was that 
by putting on Cellophony, we could do 
something small to support the great 
work that they do. So, I went over 
to W. O. Smith and pitched the idea 
to Jonah Rabinowitz, who was the 
Executive Director, and he was into 


it! I believe that was how the first one 
came about. 

I should also mention that the 
first Cellophony involved only three 
performers: me, Michael Debruyn 
(MBA '03), and then the third guy was 
a friend named Mathew Conrad (MBA 
'03), who I’m still in touch with as 
well, and he played electric bass. 

The first Cellophony was just two 
cellos and an electric bass. That 
was 2002, and then my senior year 
which was 2003, we expanded it to 
include also two other classmates of 
mine from the class of 2003: Matt 
Hearn (MBA '03), who was a great 
drummer-he is still working in the 
Nashville area as a drummer now-and 
then also Wes Langlois (MBA '03) who 
then and now is an amazing musician. 

He plays guitar, ukulele, whistles 
amazingly, sings amazingly. I 
remember when we were at MBA, 
he would play in assembly and 
play ukulele and whistle which was 
amazing. We had him do some of 
that and some of his original songs. 
Cellophony 2, which was in 2003, was 
a little bit more ambitious than the 
first one. 


What did the MBA music 
programs look like back then? 


I think pretty similar to what they 
look like now. We had a wonderful 
chorus teacher who also conducted 
the orchestra program back then: 
David Castle, a great musician who 
passed away recently, which I was 
sad to hear about. If I remember 
correctly, at that time, the one musical 
program I did at MBA was a chamber 
orchestra, which I think was purely 
extracurricular; we met every 
Friday after school for rehearsal. 
remember we would go to the pep 
rallies and then after the pep rally 
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MBA Cast Takes a Stab at Julius Caesar 


By Carter Ozburn 
Editor-in-Chief 


Julius Caesar, the well-renowned 
Shakespearean plot to kill Rome’s 
first emperor, was tackled by a joint 
MBA and HH cast with poise. The 
star-studded group set out to master 
the characteristic iambic pentameters 
and archaisms lurking within the 
dialogue, a task equally voluminous 
and arduous. The work started with a 
week of “table time,” time dedicated 
to sight reading and getting to know 
the play better. 

Once well-acquainted with the text, 
the actors started combat training with 
Coach Sam, a professional combat 
trainer working at HH. The combat 
training had a depth to it that we 
had not anticipated in the slightest. 
Working our way up from punches to 
kicks, and finally to well-orchestrated 
sword routines, we found a boyish 
joy in throwing our weight behind our 
sabers, whether it looked real or not. 

Providing a sense of reality behind 
our childish jousting was a struggle. 
Fake screams and slaps rang out 
against the Burk walls, prompting 
peals of laughter from the cross- 
country team, each more malnourished 
than the next. We never felt 
discouraged at the end of our practices 
though, and there was always a sense 
of cohesion, a sense of “something 
greater” in each missed jab. 

Most of the play doesn’t involve 
fighting though, instead, it’s 
conspiring, conniving, and boasting, 
all of which require a great knowledge 
of the dialogue. Frank Pierce spent an 
excessive amount of time pacing up 


and down the spotted gray corridor 
that is backstage, talking to himself 
like a psycho, but it takes a psycho 
to memorize all these lines perfectly. 
“Table time” quickly turned into 
blocking, placing the dialogue into 
the stage space. With blocking, we 
could see the full production sprout a 
bit, as we laid the foundation of our 
movements throughout the play. 

Continuing blocking for a few 
weeks, our movements became more 
practiced and precise. Blocking then 
concluded and made way for on-stage 
run-throughs. Now, the play was fully 
breathing in front of us. By then, the 
dialogue felt natural on our tongues, 
and the challenge now lay in saying 
more than the words with our bodies. 

As work on this final stage 
progressed, the stage took shape 
before us. Thanks to the hard work of 
Mr. Woolwine and multiple hours of 
work put in by each cast member, we 
assembled the widest stage in MBA 
theatrical history, an elaborate set 
able to be disassembled throughout 
the play. Complete with removable 
columns, busts, and laurels, it was 
certainly an impressive feat. 

After weeks of rehearsals, set 
design, and combat training, the play 
was finally ready for opening night 
on Thursday, February 23. It was 
electric, to say the least. You could 
feel the blood pumping through 
the heart of the cast after the debut 
performance, and could still see 
the lights in their eyes. The next 
performances continued in the same 
way, as the cast sharpened their skills 
with each scene. Before the very last 
show, the seniors gave flowers to our 


Seniors pose after round of rousing speeches preceding their final show. 
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amazing help: the directors, costume 
designers, and Coach Sam. They 
also spoke about their experience 
with the theater program, offering 
the younger students a glimpse of the 


lasting impact it imprinted upon them. 


Then, they valiantly threw themselves 
into their final show, fueled by past 
experience. 

The show was special in the way 
that it brought people together in a 
way that I had never seen before. I 
saw it in everything we did: the side 
conversations during rehearsals, the 


thorough poster signing, and even in 
the grueling cleanup after the final 
show. Reading my poster after the 
show brought me to tears thinking of 
the people who took the time to jot 
down those messages. Thank you to 
all the amazing cast members, our 
incredible tech crew, Dr. Fuller and 
Mrs. Bassett, Coach Sam, Lauren, 
Virginia, Sari, Lilly, and everyone else 
who brought Julius Caesar to life with 
us. This was a singular experience I 
was so glad to participate in, and one 
that I will never forget. 


Sophomores lead confidently at SYLO 


By Nicholas Leonard and Kavneer 
Majhail 
Staff Writers 


Along with the many opportunities 
that Mrs. Williams and the Service 
Club provide, one that stands out is 
SYLO. The MBA Sophomore Youth 
Leadership Opportunity (SYLO) 
occurs once a year where 10th graders 
come to meet leaders that have roots 
within Nashville to learn about 
what it means to be a leader and the 
responsibilities it comes with 

This year, the event fell on Friday, 
March 3rd where I and thirty other 
of my classmates participated in 
interactive activities concerning skills 
necessary to succeed once we remove 
ourselves from the MBA community. 
The skills included public speaking, 
resume building, and problem-solving. 

The day began with a motivational 
speech provided by Rashad Rayford, 
aka Rashad tha Poet. Rashad’s talent 


in inspirational speaking made most 
students, if not all, feel ready to 
conquer their day. Soon after, we were 
broken up into four breakout rooms 
that would help discuss and practice 
the skills mentioned previously. 

After an extremely productive 
morning and delicious lunch provided 
by the kitchen staff, we were brought 
to the most exciting part of the day. 
Participants of SYLO were assigned 
some of Nashville’s most important 
and acclaimed leaders coming from 
various work fields, such as: business 
(sports, sales, manufacturing, logistics, 
entertainment, etc.), law, non-profit 
community endeavors, education, 
government, medicine, and the arts. 

Mrs. Williams meticulously 
placed students with a mentor that 
aligned most with the topics students’ 
mentioned on their applications. 
Students would then meet with these 
mentors on Zoom for a sixty-minute 
conversation. These conversations 


helped provide the student with 
extensive knowledge relating to 
fields they may wish to pursue from 
someone who clearly possesses the 
abilities to become a leader within 
their environment. 

Speaking from my experience 
during SYLO, this was easily my 
favorite part of the day. I was able to 
meet with Tayo Atanda, an attorney 
for Amazon, and learn about the 
struggles he faced when coming 
to the U.S. from his hometown in 
Nigeria. Through this seemingly 
short period of time, Mr. Atanda was 
able to preach knowledge to me that 
would help further my success in 
whatever career I choose to pursue. 
He told me the adversity he has faced 
ultimately shaped the work ethic he 
possesses today and that one can not 
become skillful if they have not faced 
obstacles in life. 

Just before the day finished, we 
were given an exercise by Anderson 


Williams (MBA ‘95), who works at 
Shore Capital Partners, concerning 
problem-solving. We were placed on 
an imaginary board of directors at a 
major bank and were forced to solve 
an issue: the breach of clients’ bank 
accounts. Through this demonstration, 
we learned the responsibilities it 
requires to direct a company and 

the decisions, controversial or not, 
one must make to build a successful 
company. 

As I reflect on this day, I can 
confidently say this was one of the 
more rewarding experiences I have 
participated in. My knowledge 
concerning my future after MBA, 
along with understanding the qualities 
that one must possess to rise to the top 
of their field, has drastically expanded. 
I am grateful to have been given this 
opportunity and highly recommend 
applying to any incoming sophomores. 
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The Father-Son Dinner: Inspiring Manhood 


By Aiden Becker 
Staff Writer 


This year’s Father-Son Dinner 
was certainly one to remember. MBA 
was fortunate enough to host Master 
Sergeant Kevin Holland from the 
United States Armed Forces. He 
began his career when he joined the 
US Navy in 1988. During his time 
with the Navy, he completed SEAL 
training, and he also became a Navy 
photographer. 

MSG Holland began his talk by 
recalling one of his first encounters 
with Saddam Hussein. He drew the 
audience in by telling them that a 
newer member of his team noticed 
something inconsistent with the 
intelligence that they had received. 
After putting us on the edge of our 
seats, however, he decided to leave us 
there by jumping to the beginning of 
his career in the military. 

Following his basic training in the 
Navy, he became one of only eight 
in his class to graduate and become a 
Navy Seal. He was then assigned to 
Seal Team 8 where he became a part 
of Operation Desert Storm. During 
his time in Northern Iraq, MSG 
Holland would go on to play a crucial 
role in reconnaissance and sniper 
assignments. 

MSG Holland then recalled how 


Master Sergeant Kevin Holland speaks at the Father-Son Dinner. 


he re-integrated into civilian life after 
Operation Desert Storm. His time 
away from the armed forces did not 
last long, however, as he felt a calling 
to become a part of our military once 
again after the horrific events of 
September 11, 2001. 

When he called in to join the 
Army Special Forces, he was told that 
he needed to be a currently serving 
member. To fulfill that requirement, 
Holland joined the local National 
Guard and called them again asking to 
join the fight against terrorism. 

Following his call, he went 
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into training to make the cut for 
special forces. After being a part of 
a graduating class of only sixteen 
people, he was assigned to Fort 
Bragg to complete his Special Forces 
training. He would go on to receive 
his Green Beret there in 2005. 

After giving us that detail, he 
recalled how he was responsible for 
dropping a grenade into Saddam 
Hussein’s swimming pool. This 
behavior, however, lead to a firefight 
conflict between Hussein’s forces and 
the British SAS team that was also 
doing scouting, so he said his actions 


did not look the best in hindsight. He 
then finished his story about capturing 
Hussein by describing how he and his 
team found a bunker with him hiding 
in it. 

His story was inspiring, describing 
how he was fueled to fight for what he 
thought was right for the love of his 
country and children. He encouraged 
the audience never to be the victim 
in a situation, but he asked that we 
become combatants. 

Apart from the speaker, we had 
touching speeches from seniors Reed 
Sullivan, Yatish Jindal, Will Tyrell, 
and Peyton Alexander. They described 
how their fathers were influential 
people in their lives and how they 
were their friends, coaches, teachers, 
and heroes in every step of their life 
before and during their time at MBA. 

The event was such a great 
opportunity for us to further connect 
with our fathers as sons, and I know 
that many of our guests appreciated 
our musical showcases, speakers, 
and the community that they found 
themselves apart of. I want to thank 
Mr. Gioia and the school for putting 
on such a great dinner for us to build 
stronger connections with our fathers. 


MBA Hosts Third Annual Dance Marathon 


By Aiden Becker 
Staff Writer 


In early February, MBA hosted 
the third annual Dance Marathon 
fundraiser for the Monroe Carrel Jr. 
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. Thanks 
to the support of the students, faculty, 
parents, and friends, we were able to 
raise over $14,000 for the children’s 
hospital. 

Although we held the official 
event on February 3rd after school, the 
committee was hard at work weeks 
earlier to start raising money and 
planning for the event to run smoothly. 
From creating posters to having 
tables set up during lunch periods 
to campaigning online, this group 
of boys and the faculty, consisting 
of Ms. Williams, Mrs. Eskew, Mrs. 
Rouse, and Mrs. O’ Neil, made sure 
that the event would not only be fun 
but also leave a strong impact on our 
community. 

We were fortunate enough to host 
a young girl, Maddy, and her family 
at the event, They were a joy to be 
around, and neither Maddy nor her 
family was ever hesitant to participate 
in any of the activities. 

We kickstarted the event with a 


dance competition between many 

of the faculty members. It consisted 
of two rounds to try and raise as 
much noise as possible. Mr. Wims 
decided to come out first by putting 
on some sweet moves to rile the boys 
up, and, because of his outstanding 
performance, he won our first-ever 
faculty dance-off. 

Following the dance-off, we 
entered a period of free play where 
participants had plenty of games, 
competitions, and opportunities to do. 
We had ping pong, corn hole, spike 
ball, a jail, remote control race cars, 
inflatable bowling, dodgeball, gotcha, 
and an art area. The committee and 
our faculty worked tirelessly to make 
sure all these activities were available 
and accessible, and they proved to be 
a hit. 

While all this was happening, 
we also had a student-curated playlist 
playing in the background to keep the 
party going. The DJ booth also offered 
prize raffles for people to pay for a 
ticket with hopes to win killer swag 
provided by the Big Red Store. 
Although we had some cool prizes, 
sometimes sweet revenge outweighs 
any other material good. Guests had 
the option to put another person into 
a “jail” for a period of time if they 


Mr. Sawyer physically prepares for another pie. 


donated money to the cause. I would 
just like to mention that despite my 
long jail time, I was not guilty of any 
crime that was brought forth against 
me. 

We concluded the Dance 
Marathon with an even sweeter form 
of revenge. Thanks to the generosity 
of Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Tate, we were 
able to pie them in the face. To put 
it shortly, things got messy, but Mr. 
Sawyer and Mr. Tate were up for the 
challenge. 
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As we cleaned off the great 
massacre, our faculty sponsors 
worked tirelessly to get the final 
amount of money counted to present 
at the halftime of the MBA vs. CPA 
basketball game. It was an honor to be 
a part of the group that got to present 
our total, and I know that the support 
of the MBA community meant a lot 
to Maddy’s family and the Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital. 


4 NEWS 


By Maithreya Gowda 
Analytics Editor 


Over spring break, the Law Dawgs 
headed back downtown to compete 
in the state mock trial competition 
for their third year in a row. MBA 
brought one team to the tournament, 
composed of seniors Chanden 
Climaco, Maithreya Gowda (me), 
Alex Dean, Ethan Bandacarri, and 
KJ Jones; juniors Cy Turner and 
Sanjith Geevarghese; and sophomore 
Kenny Royer. After a near-flawless 
preliminary record of eleven ballots 
to one, the team was comfortably 
guaranteed a spot in the championship 
round for the third consecutive year. 

At the awards ceremony, Chanden 
Climaco was named the Best Defense 
Attorney in the state, and I was given 
the team’s MVP award. With this 
award, I earned the fifth award of my 
entire career, while Chanden took 
home his fifth award of the season. 

Winning an award, however, is not 
the same as winning a championship. 
To accomplish the latter, MBA would 
need to defeat a strong team from 
Signal Mountain High School. On the 
line was the title, of course, but also 
a bid to the national tournament. That 
means one team’s season was coming 


By Kavneer Majhail 
Staff Writer 


Big Red Debate continues to 
impress. Not only did the team win a 
national championship in the second 
semester, but MBA also continued to 
be a dominant force on the national 
scene. The team has only become 
more cohesive and stronger over the 
past few months, and heading into 
the Tournament of Champions, MBA 
Debate holds a bright outlook ahead. 

The second semester began with 
MBA’s annual hosting of the Billy 
Tate Southern Bell Forum. Renowned 
for its hospitality, the tournament 
invited 100 debaters to our campus, 
coming from all over the country. 
We were lucky to hold the first major 
tournament of the second semester; 
the Southern Bell is known for 
being one of the most competitive 
tournaments in the country. 

Following the Southern Bell, the 
debate team traveled to Birmingham, 
Alabama to compete in the Samford 
Bishop Guild Invitational. The team 
had a strong showing there, with Jack 
Young and Kavneer Majhail making 
it to the finals. Two other teams, one 
made up of Lenox Leverett and Joseph 
Hastings and the other made up of 
Arish Singhvi and William Peng, 
secured bids to the Tournament of 
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MBA Mock Trial Goes Back to Back 


to an end that day, and the other 
would advance further. Consequently, 
feelings of doubt and nervousness 
were at their peak going into the 
round, but the team rose up to the 
occasion. 

No time was wasted in the 
moments prior, as each member of 
the team continued to prepare and 
strategize purposefully. As the round 
began, there was tension in the air, 
and anyone sitting in the pews could 
tell that both teams wanted to win the 
title badly. But there could only be 
one winner, and that winner would 
ultimately be determined based on the 
scoresheets of roughly a dozen jurors. 

In addition, the entirety of this 
high-stakes final round was presided 
over by Tennessee Court of Appeals 
Judge Jeffrey Usman. After the trial 
had ended, and the jurors’ deliberation 
period was over, Judge Usman had 
reached a verdict. Every person in 
the room was on the edge of their 
seats when the round’s victor was 
announced. “The 2023 Tennessee 
State Champion is...the Defense, from 
Montgomery Bell Academy.” And just 
like that, the Big Red prevailed once 
again, winning the sixth state title in 
school history. After taking far too 
many photos, the team celebrated with 


Champions. Jack Young was named 
the top speaker, an award given to the 
best orator at the tournament. 

It was at this time that the national 
debate rankings were posted. The 
partnerships of Raleigh Maxwell and 
Chanden Climaco, Jack Young and 
Cy Turner, and Marshall Green and 
Sanjith Geevarghese were ranked as 
the 3rd, 8th, and 13th best teams in 
the country. That’s the highest ranking 
of one school on the leaderboard. The 
partnership of Climaco and Maxwell 
continued their success at the Justin 
Wilson Debates at Pace Academy. The 
team got second place, with Chanden 
being named the top speaker. After the 
tournament, the partnership proceeded 
to make the semifinals of the Barkley 
Forum Invitational hosted by Emory 
University, the most prestigious 
tournament in the South. 

MBA debate could not stop 
dominating. At the Crestian Policy 
Classic, the team deservedly won its 
first major tournament of the year. The 
partnership of Young and Climaco 
were named champions, with the 
members being awarded first and 
second speaker respectively. The 
following weekend the team of Peng 
and Singhvi made it to the finals of 
the University of Georgia Bulldog 
Debates, another major tournament. 
That same team made it to the 
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The newly-crowned champions pose after their victory. 
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a late-night feast at Edley’s to cap the 
night off as a resounding success. 
While we, by consensus, did 
a great job during spring break 
weekend, we owe it all to our coaches 
Tracy Hancock, Wade Cowan, and 
Michael Stewart. The three of them 
have shaped the mock trial program 
into what it has been for the past few 
years and what it continues to be. 
Additionally, we would all like to 
thank Mr. Gioia and the school for 
our newest gift, the Frank F. Drowota 
Courtroom. Having a new space, or 
a home, for our activity has boosted 


Big Red Debate Remains eee 


our productivity in practice and 
undoubtedly has contributed to this 
year’s success. 

Speaking of, with this tournament 
behind us, MBA’s A team has 
cemented a record of 21-1 this season, 
losing only one round to Changshu 
International School in China earlier 
in the year. To end the season, the 
team will be heading to Little Rock, 
Arkansas to compete in the national 
championship. For some of us, this 
will be our last mock trial tournament 
ever, so we all hope to bring home 
MBA’s first national title. 
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Big Red Debate poses for the hardest team picture ever. 
PHOTO: Raleigh Maxwell 


semifinals of the Woodward 2nd year 
Nationals, making them some of the 
most formidable rising stars in the 
nation. 

The team then traveled to Los 
Angeles, California to compete 
at the National Debate Coaches 
Association National Championship. 
MBA held 3 of the 4 semifinal places 
in this national championship, so 
when the partnership of Climaco 
and Maxwell won their semifinal 
round, that meant that MBA ‘locked 
out’ a national championship. 
‘Locking out’ the championship 
meant that Chanden, Raleigh, Cy, 


Jack, Sanjith, and Marshall were all 
named co-champions of the National 
Championship, making them the best 
debaters in the nation. 

As the team heads into the 
final tournament of the year, the 
Tournament of Champions, high 
hopes await. Not only has the work 
of the debaters been insurmountable 
this season, but the success could 
not have been achieved without the 
contributions of the coaches. The team 
now looks ahead to the Tournament of 
Champions with aspirations for great 
success. 
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By Arish Singhvi 
Contributor 


The COVID-19 pandemic has 
undeniably changed the migration 
landscape in America. The Wall Street 
Journal recently highlighted that 
Nashville topped the list of 2022’s 
hottest job markets, even ahead of 
cities like Austin, New York, and 
Atlanta. Post-pandemic, Nashville’s 
population has grown by double the 
national average. 

Home prices themselves tell the 
story of a frenzied race to settle in 
Nashville, with home prices nearly 
doubling over the last five years. 
Given such increases, it should not be 
a surprise that New York, Chicago, 
and Los Angeles have all been among 
the main large cities from which 
people have fed into Nashville. 

As one could imagine, with such a 
profusion of newcomers from places 
across the country with different 
cultures, Nashville has changed a lot. 
One of the very noticeable effects has 
been the increase in traffic; Nashville’s 
infrastructure is inadequately prepared 
for the day-to-day activities of the new 
metropolis Nashville. 

Another growing pain that has not 
seemed as apparent, but will be for 
sure in the future, is the impact of 
this influx on the education system. 
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Metro Nashville anticipates the increasing number of students with an expanding 


bus network. 


A large number of young, working 
families with children have moved 
to Nashville, hoping to avoid the 
hefty taxes of coastal states, which 
has led to an overburdening of the 
public education system that will only 
continue to fester; the population of 
Nashville is projected to increase 
another 30% in the next ten years. 
The negative impact will hit 
Nashville’s public schools the hardest, 
but it will surely come to affect private 
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schools like MBA too. As public 
schools become more overcrowded, 
parents will look to private schools for 
a less-strained learning environment 
for their children. 

Even worse, as the substantial 
increase in home prices demonstrates, 
the people moving into Nashville 
on average have more money than 
the average Nashvillian, financially 
enabling many of them to put their 
children into private schools like 
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MBA. This predicted effect is already 
coming to fruition; the number of 
applicants MBA has received and 
accepted has increased in recent years. 

In line with these significant 
changes, MBA will face numerous 
problems with important implications. 
One of these issues is that as traffic 
increases, attending MBA might 
become more challenging for 
students who live further out due to 
the commute time, which could hurt 
diversity in the MBA community. 

Affordability will also be an issue; 
as MBA gains more students and 
deals with the needs of an expanding 
community, the tuition will likely 
need to rise, which could impact 
the opportunity that certain students 
have to attend MBA. Moreover, if 
MBA decides to go down the path 
of continuing to expand the student 
body, the school will need to consider 
possible expansions of campus 
or future construction in order to 
accommodate the climbing number of 
students. 

Continuing to be forward-thinking 
in addressing all of these impending 
challenges will be key to making sure 
that MBA stays true to its mission of 
“gentleman, scholar, athlete” in the 
years to come. 


Shakespeare Lives in Recent Adaptation of Macbeth 


By Nathan Hersel 
Staff Writer 


The Tragedy of Macbeth (2021) 
is the most recent interpretation of 
William Shakespeare’s theatrical 
meditation on the weight of moral 
detachments and the consequences of 
powerlust. This modern interpretation 
comes from the mind of Joel Cohen 
in his first outing without his creative 
partner and brother Ethan Cohen. The 
Tragedy of Macbeth is a grounded and 
naturalistic interpretation of Macbeth 
brilliantly portrayed by Denzel 
Washington in perhaps his most 
technically demanding on screen role. 
Washington is not alone worthy of 
praise as the artistic direction of Joel 
Cohen and a strong supporting cast 
make The Tragedy of Macbeth one 
of the finest on-screen Shakespeare 
interpretations in cinematic history. 
The Tragedy of Macbeth shines in its 
simplicity. 

Director Joel Cohen takes deep 
care in producing aesthetic and 
surreal set design evoking both 1940s 
film noir and the environment of a 
dimly lit theater. The thought that is 
taken into every scene is visible and 
Cohens attention to detail cannot help 
but remind me of the early works 


DENZEL WASHINGTON 


THE: TRA: | 
GEDY OF. 
MASETH 


WHITTEN FOR THE SCREEN ANDO DIRECTED OY 


JOEL COEN 


Denzel Washington shines in new Shakespeare adaptation. 
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of Stanley Kubrick, specifically Dr. 
Strangeglove. It is undoubtedly an 
“artsy film” a trope that sadly makes 
many Shakespeare adaptations feel 
inexcusable and hard to follow to a 
modern audience. 

The beauty specifically in 
Washington’s performance is he 
delivers some of theaters most famous 
lines with the grace and naturalism 
as if they simply materialized 
into his head milliseconds before 
their utterance. The naturalism of 
Washington’s performance makes 


him the most defining theatrical 
force in the film and perhaps the best 
portrayer of Macbeth on the silver 
screen. The characters of Banquo and 
Ross are also well played and not 
stressfully theatrised, the latter being 
used heavily as a recurring presence 
in the film. The only performance 
which for one reason resonated far 
less with me as an audience was 

that of Francis McDormand as 

Lady Macbeth. McDormand is a 
gifted actress yet I feel she is not as 
graceful in her naturalism as Lady 


Macbeth, producing a more classical 
and somewhat less approachable 
performance. One of the most 
impressive performances was that of 
Kathyrn Hunter as the three witches. 

I can not speak higher of Hunter’s 
portrayal of the dark trinity of three 
witches. Hunter’s natural contortionist 
ability and powerful stage presence 
creates the most delightfully crow- 
like portrayal. While the final battle 
between macbeth and Macduff leaves 
a little to be desired, in contrast to 
Roman Polanski’s 1971 portrayal, 
most scenes are unique to this 
interpretation of Macbeth, specifically 
the physicality of the floating dagger 
scene. In this scene, Macbeth is drawn 
towards a dagger. In what is usually a 
still monologue Cohen geniusly sets it 
in a hall way leading to the “dagger” 
which is simply the entrance to 
Duncan’s room. The added physicality 
of Macbeth walk toward the door and 
the flourish of him drawing the dagger 
make the viewing experience more 
sensory and memorable. I enjoyed 

the tragedy of macbeth and intend on 
rewatching it many times in the future 
when I crave strong performances 

and the timeless poetry of histories 
greatest bard. I rate The Tragedy of 
Macbeth a 4.8 out of 5. 
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By Carter Ozburn 
Editor-in-Chief 


Evelyn Dickhaus. Hallie Scruggs. William 
Kenney. Cynthia Peak. Katherine Koonce. Mike 
Hill. These names have echoed through our city, 
bringing heartbreak and brokenness to every door. 
The tragedy of Monday, March 27, 2023, will not be 
soon forgotten; it remains a horrific blow to our city, 
our community, and our youth. Six people were lost: 
six siblings, sons, daughters, parents, friends, and 
teachers. Our heart goes out to all of those affected, 
our fellow families in the Covenant community. We 
are deeply saddened by this tragedy and wish to do 
anything to help. 

What can I say about this event that hasn’t been 
said before? Everyone knows the facts, the cold 
hard truth of the matter. Even when I gathered all 
of the facts, I still felt muddy. It doesn’t seem real 
that these things can happen to us until it knocks 
on our door, directly harming our neighbors. It felt 
like a vast blanket of silence dropped upon our 
community, as everyone struggled with the reality of 
the situation. 

I certainly had no idea how to feel. I went to 
Covenant Church for the first ten years of my life, 
and watching the bodycam footage made me sick, as 
the peals of laughter ringing from each consecutive 
classroom turned to an eerie silence. The same 
playground I used to run through my mother’s arms 
was full of children running, led by valiant teachers 
trained to handle the situation. I can’t imagine the 
fear and trauma of that event as a student, coupled 
with the loss of three classmates and staff. How 
do you move forward? How does anyone move 
forward? 

We move forward with gratitude, as there is 
much to be thankful for and many to thank. First of 
all, we need to thank the Covenant administration 
for being fully prepared for an active shooter. 

Every member of the staff acted with courage and 


selflessness as he or she protected the children as 
best they could. The quick response of the Metro 
Nashville Police deserves more thanks, as their 
courage in the face of danger was crucial to the 
safety of the Covenant students. Everyone who 
responded to the tragedy also deserves thanks; it 
was amazing to see how much our community 
poured into our Covenant neighbors. Thank you to 
anyone who actively responded to this tragedy with 
love. 

The tragedy also puts our own blessings into 
perspective. We are protected by an amazing group 
of security guards, and we are very grateful for their 
presence on campus. Our faculty and staff have 
also been properly trained on what to do in such a 
situation, and the administration actively pursues 
student safety with these precautions. Thanks to 
them, we are able to go about our day without worry 
of being legitimately attacked by an active shooter. I 
still can’t believe that students have to worry about 
that, but that’s simply our reality. 

Despite the horrible tragedy, I have been so 
encouraged by our response. The potency of Mac’s 
prayer, Aidan’s moving rendition of “Amazing 
Grace,” the collective poster, and of the work 
of the service club have been a testament to our 
community. Tragedy brings us together after all, 
pointing our lives in the direction of compassion. 

I struggled with the thought of writing about the 
tragedy, fearing 1t would come across as insensitive 
or redundant, but I hope I expressed the opinion of 
the entire The Bell Ringer staff. We are horrified, we 
are saddened, we feel lost. There are no words left 
to say. If anyone needs help or just someone to talk 
to, please reach out. 


Visit us online at 
http://thebellringer.org 
Do you like to write, shoot 
photos, or design? 

Join our Team! 
Contact Editor-in-Chief Carter 
Ozburn or Faculty Advisor Mr. 


Bassett if you are interested. 
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By Carter Ozburn 
Editor-in-Chief 


Throwing on my plaid, I mentally 
prepared myself for an alien land. 
A land full of the other gender, the 
color green instead of red, completely 
devoid of Avi’s cooking, loomed 
before me. Walking up to the senior 
patio, I was met with glances equally 
surprised and vaguely confused. I 
sauntered into the high school office 
and was given my own HH nametag, 
an honor beyond anything I had ever 
experienced. The HH advisory meets 
weekly as opposed to daily, so we 
used the extra ten minutes to mentally 
prepare for the day, kickstarted by AP 
European History with Dr. Echerd. 

Within ten minutes, I absolutely 
loved Dr. Echerd. His humorous, 
approachable personality meshed 
well with his engaging, expansive 
teaching style. Throwing his hands to 
and fro, he plowed through the Age 
of Revolutions with ease, making the 
75-minute block seem too short for all 
his knowledge. The class was an AP, 
marking it as a collegiate-level course, 


“Tt just seemed like a 
great teacher-student 
environment, one 
which was not unique 
to this first class” 


and it was taught as such. It was 
vitally lecture-based, with assessments 
more sparse and demanding to keep 
with the rotating schedule. Overall, 

I was seriously impressed by both 

the amazing teaching of Dr. Echerd 
and the diligence of the students 
taught. The entire class (of maybe ten 
students) was taking copious notes, 
shoving their ideas through their pens. 
It just seemed like a great teacher- 
student environment, one which was 
not unique to this first class. 

I then bobbed through another set 
of hallways until I came to a more 
open classroom, one spotted with 
literary posters and variegated novels. 
It was my second class of the day, AP 
literature. Characteristically a heavily 
demanding curriculum, AP literature 
maintained the academic depth of 
the course while losing the inherent 
pressure and weight it usually entails. 
Mrs. Powers was thoughtful and 
encouraging, her comforting presence 
brought a sense of security and 
empathy to our discussions. I arrived 
in the midst of The Great Gatsby, 
Fitzgerald’s modernist masterclass, 
with students dissecting the first three 
chapters. Because AP Literature is 
so reading-heavy, Harpeth Hall’s 
rotating schedule fits nicely with the 
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Harpeth Hallelujah: A Breath of Fresh Air 


AP curriculum, using class time more 
effectively to dive deeper into the 
novel. Our discussions were lively and 
intriguing, as Mrs. Powers prodded 
but ultimately ceded to the students 
discussing, allowing for students to 
teach each other as well. 

After two 75-minute classes, the 
30-minute break was a welcome 
affair. I was introduced to the Bullard 
Learning Lab, an expansive arena 
dappled with gray desks and green 
chairs, with vast conference rooms 
and multipurpose space tucked behind 
a pirouetting staircase. Students 
clustered chatting around their 
mandated ThinkPads and faculty 
did not make their way through 
without being thrown into an amiable 
conversation with a student. All four 
grades were represented in this mass, 
a sign of a true community space. 

I weaved circuitously again 
through the hallways to find my third 
class, AP Art History. The legendary 
class taught by Mr. Womack proved 
to be everything it hailed itself to 
be. Within seconds of my arrival, 
we were already throwing ourselves 
at key paintings done by Jacob 
Lawrence in his renowned Migration 
Series. I hadn’t been in an art class 
since sixth grade, so saying that I 
had no idea what I was doing was 
an understatement. The class was so 
informative though, I soon learned 
the characteristics of techniques like 
flat tempura and color harmonies that 
inhabit Lawrence’s work. The class 
moved artist by artist, making note of 
each AP piece without hindering the 
chronological nature of the course, 
allowing for a full and complete 
knowledge of both the pieces and the 
artists behind them. 


Yama 
oN 
ss 


Eyes furiously blinking from 
the light, I forced myself out of the 
calming darkness of the Art History 
classroom and into the infamous 
Harpeth Hall lunch lines. I waited 
for an excruciating thirty seconds to 
grab my plate, then piled two grilled 
cheeses onto a bed of pesto pasta. I 
could hear Chef Avi cackling at me 
as I was forced to drink actual water 
instead of my beloved sweet tea. The 
girls eat fast, and I mean fast. Within 
a span of maybe a minute, I had 
received my lunch and was briskly 
gliding down the sidewalk toward 


“The class moved 


artist by artist, making 


note of each AP piece 
without hindering the 
chronological nature 
of the course” 


a pair of sun-soaked picnic tables. 
Other than tackling the difficult feat 
of eating pesto mac with a spoon, our 
lunch was light and languid. 

Harpeth Hall couples lunch with 
50 minutes of “Community Time”, 
replacing the slovenly slouch of post- 
lunch classes. This time is usually 
filled with extracurricular meetings, 
dedicating more valuable time to 
extracurriculars, making it easier for 
students to be fully present. I fell into 
a line of students that diffused into 
a conference room dedicated to the 
creation of Harpeth Hall’s newspaper 
Logos. It was a pitch meeting, filled 
with three times the staff of The 
Bell Ringer, with three times the 


t 


Carter pictured with the star-studded team of Logos editors-in-chief (From left to 
right: Ava Sjursen, Priyanka Chiguluri, Hallie Graham, Olivia Majors) 
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faculty sponsors as well. The paper 

is 16 pages instead of 24, yet adds 

an additional Arts and Entertainment 
section as well as space for student-led 
columns. The meeting opened with ten 
minutes to debrief by section, making 
good use of the 50-minute block, then 
proceeded into a section-by-section 
outlining of potential articles. These 
articles were claimed in an efficient 
swoop by the ravenous staff, wrapping 
up the meeting in 45 minutes. The 
four editors-in-chief take the lead in 
the meeting, each offering critical 
advice and mentoring to the younger 
students. 

Inspired by the next issue of 
Logos, | with renewed purpose found 
my way to my last class of the day, 
AP Environmental Science with 
the legendary Dr. Schott. He said 
that he was feeling like Christmas 
earlier, a remark backed by the merry 
red cardigan gracing his frame. 


“T thoroughly enjoyed 

my experience, and fee 

like it is truly a special 
place” 


We directed our focus toward the 
intricacies of air pollution and the 
biology behind its creation. Halfway 
through class, he led us blinking down 
the stairs and outside to measure 

the shadow. The shadow journal, 
mellon-yellow and withered, crinkled 
happily as we filled another line 

with measurements. I learned of its 
wild 20-year history and wondered 
what hidden stories lay within its 
pages, splotched with sloping ink. 
We concluded with an intriguing 
documentary about air pollution 

and chicken farms, and I built up a 
vehement hatred for Big Chicken and 
its ways. 

Leaving the Hall, I felt so inspired, 
full of all the new knowledge I had 
gained. Treading on the green blanket 
of the lawn, even the security guard 
waved goodbye as I left this verdant 
land. Typically these articles expound 
on information readily available on 
the HH website, like their rotating 
schedule, and compare them with 
MBA. All I intended to do was tell a 
personal account of a day at Harpeth 
Hall, highlighting the key experiences 
throughout the day. I enjoyed my 
experience, and feel like it is truly a 
special place. Thank you to Hallie 
Graham and the entire Logos staff 
for hosting me, and thank you to Dr. 
Echerd, Ms. Powers, Mr. Womack, 
and Dr. Schott for your amazing 
teaching. 
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I remember we would go to the 
pep rallies and then after the pep 
rally ended, we would hurry up to the 
music wing and have our chamber 
orchestra rehearsal. And the chamber 
orchestra at the time included not 
only MBA students but also some 
students from Harpeth Hall and Saint 
Cecelia. We played on the fall, winter 
spring, concerts. That was where I 
participated in MBA back then. I'll 
get to my other highschool music stuff 
later. 


Cellophony nowadays is mainly 
consisted of bands playing songs 
with singers. What was the kind of 
music that was played the first year 
of Cellophony? 


This one is actually funny to me 
because I think there is a myth now 
that so much time has gone by. I think 
there is a bit of a legend going around 
that the first Cellophony was classical 
music only and cellos only. But just to 
set the record straight—like I said—the 
first Cellophony involved two cellos 
and one electric bass, and we actually 
played all kinds of music. We did 
play some classical music; Michael 
and I did play as I recall the Vivaldi 
Concerto for two cellos and our thing 
we did with it back then, which is a 
little silly was that we basically played 
it with a continuous accelerando 
(getting faster and faster from the start 
to the finish) and kind of challenging 
each other to see who could play 
faster. So that was fun, but you know 
Vivaldi may have been the only 
classical piece on the program. A lot 
of the rest of it was rock music that we 
were fans of at the time-in particular, 
the music of Radiohead—we were 
huge Radiohead fans back then. And 
I remember we programmed a couple 
songs from their album OK Computer, 
which was an awesome album from the 
late 90s, but we played arrangements 
of “Airbag” and “Exit Music (For 
a Film).” Those were arrangements 
for two cellos and an electric bass, so 
nobody was singing the vocal part! We 
also did some more “out there” stuff 
too. I did some improvising. I did a 
version of the national anthem in the 
style of Jimi Hendrix; we played some 
original compositions, so it was pretty 
all over the map. And then as I recall 
in the second year, we added in—as I 
said-my friend Wes who is an amazing 
songwriter. He played some originals 
and sang some Neil Young covers. So, 
it was actually just as much about rock 
and folk as it was about classical. 


Back in highschool were you 
already into composing or arranging 
music? If so, how did you do it? 


Yes, in high school I was already 
into composing and arranging. I 
think I got started with composing at 
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Sewanee one summer. And actually 
putting on Cellophony challenged me 
to figure out how to arrange music - 
e.g., Radiohead songs - for strings / 
small ensemble. 


One of the hardest aspects of 
attending MBA for me has been 
finding consistent time to practice. 
How did you find time to practice 
while handling MBA’s difficult 
course load and extracurriculars? 


Yeah I remember that. It was 
definitely tough, and I remember 
envying colleagues who were going to 
other schools in Nashville at the time, 
envying the fact that they had more 
time on their hands to practice after 
school, but I figured it out. I think one 
thing I remember doing was getting 
permission to use my study halls for 
practicing. And I think, especially 
senior year when I was preparing 
for auditions, I would you know sign 
out of study hall and go to the music 
wing and do my practicing there. But 
I think it was good in a way that I 
did not have tons and tons of time to 
practice because it forced me to be 
more efficient about it. I think today 
as a working musician, I also have 
very little time to practice. So, I think 
the lessons of efficiency that I learned 
back then, I’m still using now. I also 
practiced really hard in the summer 
when I didnt have homework. So that 
was another thing that I did. 


What would be your advice for 
someone interested in pursuing 
music at the next level who attends 
MBA? 


Good question. I think it depends 
on the person. I think in my case my 
parents and others really pushed me 
to not specialize in music to early. And 
I did debate that a little bit because 
there was a part of me that just wanted 
to go fully in on cello and just go 
straight to music school which I think 
is a great option for some people. My 
friend Mike Debruyn (MBA '03) who 
as I mentioned plays in Pittsburgh 
Symphony, went straight to the 
Cleveland Institute of Music and just 
focused fully on cello. In my case, I 
ended up going to Columbia in New 
York, and I was lucky that they had 
an exchange program with Jiuilliard, 
so I was able to be a full tine student 
at Columbia and go down to Juilliard 
every week and have a lesson. That 
kind of allowed me to be very serious 
about cello, but also explore other 
things . And actually I think exploring 
other things helped make me the 
musician I am today. So as far as 
advice, I think it is important to make 
time for practicing while youre 
young, and like I said-that was a 
struggle for me, but I did find the time. 
Ido think it is important to log those 


hours, and i think it is also important 
to find those other musicians whom 
you like to play with and to cultivate 
those relationships. I can say that a lot 
of my professional colleagues in New 
York are friends who I’ve known since 
I was much younger—people who I met 
while I was attending college. 


When you did the Columbia- 
Juilliard exchange, what else did 
you try before you were sure you 
definitely wanted to do music? 


In the Columbia-Juilliard exchange 
I took all kinds of courses (including 
poetry, philosophy, German, and also 
music theory and composition classes) 
before finally settling on an English 
major. I was already pretty sure I 
wanted to go into music, but it was 
great to keep studying in these other 
fields, which I think also ultimately 
influenced my cello playing and music 
making. 


What kind of cello work do you 
do now? 


My main performing project at 
this point is a string quartet called 
PUBLIQuartet. We play a lot of newer 
repertoire and also like to improvise 
and write/arrange our own music. I 
also play in a couple other groups in 
the NYC area, including the Toomai 
String Quintet (a bass quintet that 
has been playing a lot of Cuban and 
Brazilian music lately). I also sub with 
the Orchestra of St. Luke's and do a 
fair amount of freelance recording, 
both from home and in studios. And 
finally, I’m part of a nonprofit org 
called Musicambia that offers music 
lessons in prisons - I have been 
teaching strings and composition at 
Sing Sing prison in upstate NY for the 
last seven years or so. That has been 
a very meaningful and eye-opening 
experience. 


As a cellist myself, I couldn’t 
resist asking what your favorite cello 
concerto is. What concerto was/is 
your favorite to perform? 


Well, where I am in my career right 
now, I dont often play concertii, but 
when I was younger, I did one time 
play the Elgar Cello Concerto with an 
orchestra in Macon, Georgia. That's 
such an epic piece, and I was very 
excited to play that one with a full 
orchestra behind me. I think on my 
wishlist for someday would definitely 
be the Dvorak Cello Concerto. That's 
such a beautiful piece; I love the way 
it ends, and I also love the fact it was 
composed in New York City which is 
where I live now. So, I think it has kind 
of a big city energy to it, and I love 
Dvorak. I'd be happy to perform it 
someday. 
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On your website, I saw that you 
play a variety of types of music from 
chamber quintets to pop music. If 
you had to pick one music genre to 
play for the rest of your life, what 
would it be? 


Thats a tough one for me. I love 
playing all kinds of music. I think I 
learn different things depending on 
what genre I’m playing, and I like 
variety as you picked up from my 
website. I guess these days I love jazz 
music, and I think I’m still learning 
how to play and how to improvise 
on jazz forms, so I guess that is my 
answer today. If I had to pick one, I 
would pick jazz and really continue 
to explore that style of music. It is 
so rich in the history of it, and just 
the harmonies and the rhythms are 
awesome. 


I am in the Vanderbilt youth 
orchestra. Growing up, what kinds 
of music programs did you do in 
Nashville? Did you do any music 
camps during your summers? 


So I got started in the pre-college 

program over at the Vanderbilt 

Blair School of Music. I took suzuki 
cello with an amazing teacher, Anne 
Williams, who I think retired recently. 
She taught me, she taught Michael 
Debruyn (MBA '03), and she taught 

a lot of other cellists, who actually 
went on to become professional 
cellists—even from the couple years 
that we were there. By the time I was 
in seventh grade, I switched over and 
was studying with Grace Bahng—also 
an amazing cellist-who was the Blair 
String Quartet cellist at the time. Then 
she left a couple years later, and then 
I was was lucky enough to study with 
Felix Wang who is currently the cello 
professor at Blair and cellist in the 
quartet. He was awesome and pretty 
young when I was there, teaching me, 
but already a monster cellist, and 

I learned a lot from him. So, I was 
doing those lessons and then like you 
I was also in what they then called 
the Nashville Youth Symphony. I did 
some chamber music at Blair as well. 
I played in a piano trio for a couple 
years, and during summer, I went to 
Sewanee Summer Music Festival three 
times. I love that place, and that is 
where I sort of decided to get serious 
about cello when I was about thirteen. 
I had an amazing time there, and that 
inspired me to really practice a lot 
more. Then, the summer before my 
senior year, I went up to Vermont at a 
festival called Killington, and that was 
just a place to practice. I remember 
every morning from 8 a.m. to noon we 
had open time to practice. So that was 
a big deal for me in terms of getting 
ready for college auditions. 


Thanks for your questions. Its 
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Serving Around the World: MBA Spring Break 


Greece 


By Frank Pierce 
Staff Writer 


Over spring break, I, along with a 
group of MBA students took a service 
trip to Athens Greece. We went there 
to work with immigrants, to paint 
and to build a garden as well as to 
experience greek culture. We arrived 
to Athens on Saturday of spring break 
and met our guides for the week, 
Cristina and Yoda who both were 
going to be with us during our time 
with the refugees and while we toured 
through Athens. On the first day we 
got an introduction to exactly what 
we would be doing while we were in 
Athens. We were going to be meeting 
refugees from all over the world 
who came to Greece, essentially the 
entrance point for the EU, looking for 
a better life away from their homes 
which were plagued with conflict and 
war. Specifically we were tasked with 
working with boys about our age who 
were sent to Greece by their parents 
so that they could live out a better life 
in Europe. With all that in mind we 
all went to bed after dinner prepared 
for a big week ahead of is. The next 
morning we ate breakfast and we’re 
off to meet the refugees. 

The refugees were set up in an old 
hospital and while it didn’t have all 
of the luxuries we were afforded back 
in the us but it served as a temporary 
shelter for them. We were split into 
two groups, one for Gardening and 
one for painting a floor on the inside 
of the building. We got into our groups 
and then met some of the refugees 
we’d be working with throughout the 
week. At first I can say I as well as 
everyone in my group was a little bit 
timid when it came to approaching 


The crew poses before the Adriatic Sea. 


the guys we’d be working with. As 
we first met them there wasn’t much 
communication between us and the 
refugees. It was very difficult to 
speak with the guys on account of the 
language barrier and as the instructors 
told us we shouldn’t bring up any of 
their past which could result in trauma 
there were few conversation starters 
we could use to break the ice. So as 
we started building a garden in the 
back of the hospital we were a little 
bit divided. My group of MBA guys 
at one end and the group of refugees 
at another. As we began working we 
started to mix around a bit and start 
to communicate with each other, even 
if it was a simple hello or working 
together to clear some trash out of the 
way we all started to work together 
and warm up to each other. Eventually 
this turned in to asking names, and 
introducing ourselves. Even though 
we had these initial interactions with 
the refugees it was still difficult to 

get across to the refugees, that was 
until we started playing basketball. 

In the little backyard where we were 
situated there was a dirt section at 

the back where we would be making 
the garden and a concrete lot, on the 
concrete lot, a basketball net. Once we 
were finished with what we had to do 
for the day, Charlie Coles, an MBA 
guy in my group, walked over and 
grabbed a basketball. It was deflated 
and overused but he picked it up and 
started shooting around with it. The 
rest of the us walked over and we 
started to play some three on three. 
However the original intention of 
Charlie, myself, and the other guys 
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The squad pose before a beautiful background. 


in the group, was to start playing 
basketball with the refugees as we all 
figured that if there was one thing that 
could break the language barrier it was 
sports. So we got some guys together, 
made some teams with who wanted 
to play, and started some four on four. 
It was a great time. Even through 
the lack of language understanding 
we were able to communicate on 
the court through body language 
etc. and although we didn’t really 
play with any rules we had a great 
time connecting with each other on 
the court. I was able to met guys 
like Hassan. A guy who I basically 
couldn’t talk to because there was 
little of each other’s language that 
we both spoke but after we started 
playing on the same team we became 
fast friends. Through basketball we 
were all able to connect with each 
other and have a great time. This 
work and play carried on for the rest 
of the week. We would get off work 
and start playing ball. Eventually, this 
moved into other sports like soccer 
and even american football, which 
we were able to teach everyone how 
to play. This all culminated at the end 
of the week with a tournament where 
we got to eat pizza, make teams, and 
ball out. After this tournament we 
said our goodbyes, got some gifts 
from the refugees as tokens of their 
appreciation for us, and headed back 
to the hotel. 

Now, as I’m sitting here back in 
the U.S., I think this experience with 
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the refugees was the most impactful 
part of the trip for me. Seeing the 
sights in greece, enjoying greek food, 
and doing exploring the grecian 
culture was all incredible but I think 
the connections we made with these 
guys were the part of the trip that I 
wont forget. I personally went into 
this experience excited but nervous, 
excited to be in a new country, but 
nervous to meet new people, people 
who I thought I would have no 
connection with. I thought it might 

be awkward as I thought the refugees 
might see people coming from a place 
of much privilege and not want to 
warm up to us; However it couldn’t be 
more than the opposite. Every person I 
met carried a smile with them and was 
incredibly friendly. I thought that I 
wouldn’t be able to connect with a lot 
of the guys I met but as time went on 
it became more and more apparent to 
me that we had a lot in common with 
the refugees. Of course we all came 
from a different background with 
much less hardship and pain as a lot 
of these guys had faced but in the end 
we were all 16, 17, 18 year old boys, 
we listen to similar music, play similar 
sports, and were all nervous about 

the future. This trip was an incredible 
experience, one that I will never 
forget, and I encourage everyone 
who’s going to be a junior next year 
to get out of your comfort zone, travel 
to Greece, and meet some guys, who 
you'll find you have more in common 
with than you think. 
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Panama 


By John Howard 
Staff Writer 


This year for spring break, MBA 
hosted its first-ever Panama Service 
Trip. There was a test round during the 
summer of last year, but this was the 
first official Panama trip. MBA took 
a group of around 30 Sophomores 
and Freshmen, and they partnered 
with Squads Abroad for the trip. The 
trip consisted of various activities 
combined with doing service in the 
mornings at a school. 

On our first day in Panama, we 
arrived, settled in our hotels, and ate 
at an interesting place called Nikos. 
Something else happened, however. 
Coach Klausner brought the wrong 
passport to Panama and got detained 
in the airport holding cell...for eight 
hours. The entire day everyone was 
wondering where the convict Coach 
Klausner was, and if he would ever 
make it out of lockup. He made a 
couple of friends with two women that 
he met in the cell however and also 
read some Walden. Luckily, Coach 
Klausner was freed later at midnight 
because they realized he was not a 
threat to national security. 

Then on the first not-travel day 
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MBA Spring Break Continued. 


of the trip, we went to a part of the 
Panama Canal. No ships were passing 
through that day, so we went to the 
Amador Causeway where everyone 
was biking instead. Afterward, 
everyone went onto the bus to go to 
the Las Iguanas Eco Lodge resort 
a couple of hours away. There we 
got settled in and were shown a 
presentation of what we were doing 
in Panama and how we would help 
people in the community. Squads’ 
goal is to help a community and then 
leave the community after it has been 
assisted enough, so as not to become a 
permanent part of the community. We 
were introduced to all of the different 
Squad leaders. We got some time in 
the pool later that night too. 

We spent the next couple of 
days doing community service in 
the mornings by helping to build 
two rooms in a school. There was a 
concrete group, a mixing concrete 
group, a sanding group, and a support- 
building group. We met many of 
the kids at the construction site and 
they all made the most out of every 
day and were always excited to see 


The gang heads out. 
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everyone. After the construction 

each day we had lunch and then did 
various activities. On the first service 
day, we did a scavenger hunt in a 
mall and then went dancing which 
some of the guys enjoyed more 

than others. After that, we went 

and watched “Glass Onion” which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. On 
the second day, we went painting 

and then played soccer with the local 
kids. They destroyed us in soccer; 
however, we could always beat them 
in American football if it came down 
to it. Then after a good dinner, we had 
Bingo for two hours. On the third day 
of service, we baked local food and 
played basketball with more children, 
and then made dental hygiene packs 
to present to the children the next 
day. On the final day of service, along 
with the normal stuff, we played with 
the kids, taught them to brush their 
teeth, and sang a song and danced 

for them. After that it was the beach 
day where we all went tubing and 
banana boating at a beach around an 
hour away. Everyone had a great time 
on the beach and some of us even 
went kayaking in Central America’s 
largest pool afterwards. The final days 
were travel days. We went back to 
the hotel the day after the beach day, 
and did some shopping at local shops. 


Students pose in front of the Panama Sea at the port. 
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The final day of the trip we went to 
Monkey Island. Monkey Island is 

a place where a bunch of monkeys 
and other creatures are and you can 
get a boat tour of the area. Everyone 
had been joking about going to 
Monkey Island the entire trip and they 
surprised us with it on the last day. We 
all saw a bunch of howler, spider, and 
white-faced monkeys alongside baby 
alligators, and iguanas on the islands. 
In addition, the monkeys came onto 
our boats and starting eating grapes 
out of our hands and dancing in some 
peoples laps. It was one of the coolest 
experiences for everyone on the trip. 

There were also many discoveries 
of different animals on the resort. 
There were massive iguanas, toads 
that were bigger than all of our 
hands, scorpions...which need 
no explanation, and one day a 
grasshopper that was around 8 inches 
long and its eyes were the size of 
pencil erasers. 

The Panama trip was a great 
experience and service trip where 
everyone enjoyed themselves and had 
a good time while also contributing a 
lot to the local community. 


12 FEATURES 


By Carter Ozburn and Cameron 
Kinser 
Editor-in-Chief and Features Editor 


I'm sure everyone has heard about 
the impending retirement of our 
longtime headmaster Mr. Gioia, a key 
part of what MBA is today. Mr. Gioia 
has certainly made his mark in his 29 
years here, and we have chosen to honor 
him in a series dedicated to his legacy 
here on the Hill. For our penultimate 
issue, we would like to share an 
interview we had with Mr. Gioia about a 
variety of topics including achievement, 
motivaion, and setbacks. We would like 
to thank Mr. Gioia for taking the time 
to speak with us and for the depth and 
acuity of his responses. 


"Gentleman, scholar, athlete" is 
something students and parents hear 
all the time when talking about MBA. 
What has this motto meant to you? 


One thing I’ve learned is that any 
business, any company, any school, any 
family, would love to have something 
with as much clarity and simplicity 
as the “gentleman, scholar, athlete” 
ideal, because everyone can quote it. 
They understand that it is prioritized, 
even if they don t always live up to it. It 
would be foolish to think that you come 
in the seventh grade and by the twelfth 
grade you’re this ideal “gentleman, 
scholar, athlete.” I think that all of us 
are on a journey where you hope to 
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get better and better. You know there 
will be setbacks, and you might not be 
the gentleman you want to be until you 
start to learn more about who you are 
and what the world’s about. You might 
not become the scholar that you want 
to become, but you will appreciate 
what scholarship is about. Certainly 
"athlete" has also meant for me that 
you dont have to be on the lacrosse or 
wrestling team. It simply means that you 
appreciate the physical world, wellness, 
and team dynamics, found in debate 
programs, or mock trial programs, or 
theater groups, etc. As long as they, 
as well as the athletes, recognize 
that its all important. If you start to 
compartmentalize, sports steeped in 
Southern tradition like football take 
the spotlight away from other students 
and away from the “gentleman” and 
“scholar” ideals. I’m certainly much 
more intentional than when I first 
arrived to talk about sports last because 
it gets so much press, and if I talk about 
it first it would distort the “gentleman” 
and “scholar." 

There's no doubt that the gentleman 
word is the one I’ve thought most 
about over time. Some people have 
challenged me in various years that it 
was old-fashioned and aristocratic. I’ve 
resisted that because I believe that we 
can reinvent what that means. The first 
New Yorker cover actually portrayed 
the “ideal” gentleman of antiquity, an 
aristocratic dandy who flirted around 
the social sets of New York. For me, 
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Gioia Legacy #4: A Con 


Mr. Gioia graduates again with another successful class. 
PHOTO: MBA Alumni & Development 


the word "gentleman" means someone 
who has a passion, is respectful of 
others and has a depth of character. In 
the past several years, I’ve thought a 
lot about how the word can inform the 
students that issues like racial injustice, 
that this word can encompass that. If 
you're a gentleman, you treat people 
the same regardless of race, where 
they live, or their last name. For me, 
it's been a much better way to address 
racial consciousness with this personal 
consciousness of being a “gentleman”’ 
in these times. 


I’ve been posting old articles 
about you from the archives, and 
have been reading over your years 
of achievement. These articles talk 
mostly of achievement, but not 
setback. What has been the biggest 
challenge you have faced? 


I think when you’re younger, you 
think you have the answers to all the 
questions. I’ve been wrong about plenty 
of things I thought I was right about. 

We had this great athletic problem a few 
years ago, and I thought I was right and 
others were wrong, but I realized after 
the fact that it didn t matter. It didn t 
matter who was right or wrong, what 
mattered was the way you deal with the 
problem. I’ve learned that if you think 
you know everything, you're going to 
make a lot of mistakes. You have to hold 
back sometimes to figure out in what 
way you will respond. There are times 
when I got upset with some students, 


trying to be hard on them, but I’ve 
realized that that’s not the right thing. 
You have to let them know that they ’re 
wrong, but that you care about them 
more than the mistake they’ve made. 


What’s kept you going through 
these setbacks? 


Everyone asks me, “Why have you 
stayed so long?” Because it’s hard. 
Like the story of the prodigal son, it’s 
a whole lot easier to go away than 
stay at home. Going away, there's a 
reinvention that occurs, while staying 
home it’s difficult to reinvent yourself 
if everyone thinks they know you. You 
have to be built a certain way and have 
a certain curiosity that I don t believe 
I’ve lost. This year, for example, I’ve 
been teaching different classes with 
teachers. I'll go into the classroom 
and leave saying, ‘I’ve really enjoyed 
this.” I think you have to both enjoy 
it and stay curious about it. You also 
can t take yourself too seriously and 
have strong anchors in your life. For 
me, my anchors are my wife and a few 
friends who will say “Dont worry about 
this too much.” It was more for me an 
enjoyment of the school and community, 
and a sense of “I’m not finished.” 


For all the seventh graders coming 
in, they don’t know much about you 
or what you do. What would you like 
to leave behind for these incoming 
seventh graders as well as future 
classes to follow? 
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versation with Mr. Gioia 


There’s no doubt, that even if they 
don t know me, the obvious changes 
on the campus will be in some way 
attributed to way. I’ve been involved 
in so much of the campus, having been 
here so long. I dont really think about 
a particular legacy, nor do I often think 
about “I did this.” I just think, “You’ve 
been lucky to have a part of this for 
such a long time, you ought to just feel 
gratitude, instead of pride.’ Coming 
back to the campus, it’s easy to be proud 
of the Burkholder center, Lowry, the 
Dining Hall, the tennis courts, or any 
part of campus I’ve been involved in 
(which is almost everything since I’ve 
been here so long). There's no question 
that the thing I value the most is 
culture. It’s at a point where I dont even 
have to talk about it much anymore: 
the students understand, the parents 
understand, and even the grandparents 
understand. That's certainly the most 
meaningful aspect of the school for 
me, and if theres a legacy, that’s what 
I want. Yet, I dont want it to be mine, I 
want it to be the school’s because I want 
it to live and not be dictated by one 
person. I want to create it in the culture 
so it’s embedded, so everyone knows 
exactly what MBA is about. 


You wear two hats on campus, 
one of a headmaster and one of an 
English teacher. Would you talk 
about the differences between the 
roles and how it’s changed over the 
years? 


Well, not many in my position teach. 
So, its been probably a bit of selfish 
interest, because I love the classroom. 


That's how I got into this role, through 
teaching. It’s harder because I’ve had 
to find time outside of the school day 

to prepare or grade papers. I wasnt a 
full-time teacher, but when you have this 
kind of 24/7 job and have that as well, 
there are few free hours in your day. I 
just taught Jane Austen in a junior class 
and haven t for many years. It’s a great 
diversion for me, when dealing with a 
problem or management issue, I can 
just enjoy the classroom and know that 
this is what MBA is truly about. 


Assemblies are the only time we as 
a student body are all together. What 
has this time meant for you? 


I think rituals are important. They 
bind you in a way. We just finished the 
Thanksgiving holiday, and it’s nice to 
have traditions we enjoy to make that 
time sacred. Assemblies are similar 
to that kind of ritual, obviously not as 
significant, but some of the good that’s 
evolved out of the history of assembliies 
is that theres a lot more students 
getting up there and talking. Learning 
to express yourself in front of people 
is important, as well as listening to a 
bunch of different voices tell you about 
Zimbabwe, Afghanistan, or Maine, 
etc. Its not unlike the Father s Day 
or Mother's Day dinner because it’s 
very important for younger students 
to hear the olders students talk fondly 
of their parents. It’s a great teaching 
opportunity. One of the best thing 
we’ve done about assemblies is split the 
students up into advisories. It's created 
leess of amob mentality, it's much more 
personal and familial. It’s also been 


Mr. Gioia beaming, addresses the student body in assembly. 
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Mr. Gioia poses with homecoming chairs at halftime. 
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easier over time to find good speakers 
over the years, and I guess that just 
comes with time. 


Another key part of MBA is the 
all-school read. How do you decide 
which book to read and what’s the 
importance behind it? 


I just try to find a book that I think 
will be meaningful, and will be lasting 
beyond today. It doesn t necessarily 
have to be serious, I just think it has 
to touch on many topics. You can talk 
about Malawi and a kid who’s invented 
something, I think that’s important for 
boys as well. I think of Perry Wallace, 
another role model outlined in the book 
Strong Inside. Sometimes I'll bring an 
author in because I know them, like 
this year when I brought in my friend to 
talk about The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind. Sometimes, I’ve just been lucky. 
One of the best books we've done is 
Unbroken, a horrific book about Louis 
Zamboriini, who is put in a Japanese 
POW camp. He becomes an alcoholic 
after the war because of all the travails 
of the camp, eventually culminating 
in his wife taking him to tent meetings 
with Billy Graham in Califronia. He 
goes back to Japan to try and forgivee 
his tormentors. I had read about it on 
Amazon and thought it seemed like a 
great all-school read. I wasnt the only 
one who thought so, I had just captured 
it before it became popular. Then one of 
my friends told me that he had spoken 
at a church and gave me his number, 

I called him, and he came and spent 
two days on the campus, which was 
amazing. Another book I think of is The 
Boys in the Boat, which is a great story. 
I’ve tried to find things that are relevant 
and transcend time in these novels, it’s 


an art for sure, but I certainly dont win 
100% of the time with these stories as 
well. 


This may be a self-indulgent 
question but what do you think is the 
importance of the student newspaper 
at MBA? 


I think learning how to write and 
express opinions in a formal way in 
public is very important. Mr. Bassett 
and I were at a conference this summer 
in Dallas and looked at St. Marks's 
newspaper and realized that we have 
room to grow. Its not just the writing 
that you can learn, it’s the interviews, 
the investigation, the design, etc. 
There’s a whole list of things the school 
and students can benefit from. Its a 
realm of the school where we should 
try to imbue more leadership from 
the students so that that growth will 
happen. We can impose some of that, 
but it will best evolve from their passion 
about it. It will also best evolve from 
younger students in The Top of the Hill, 
laying the foundation for the paper in 
the future. 


If you had to give one message to 
everyone reading this article, what 
would it be? 


You have precious opportunities 
here at MBA. It’s a precious community. 
Please take care of it. You’re not going 
to run into many communities like this. 
It needs to continue to be strengthened, 
and its not one person who 8 going to 
do it, its the culture that’s going to do it. 


Note: Mr. Gioia's answers were 
transcribed by The Bell Ringer 
writers. Any errors are our own. 
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Ranking Gimkit Modes: The Soul of the Language Department 


By Noam Friedman 
Staff Writer 


The dark, old days of Quizlet Live 
are over. Now MBA Latin students 
play Gimkit, which offers a variety of 
different learning modes for students. 
It encourages students to participate 
with a point system that allows for 
leveling up and buying different skins 
or cosmetics in the item shop. If the 
item shop sounds similar to a game 
like Fortnite, that’s because it is! Part 
of what makes Gimkit is an infusion of 
Kahoot, Quizlet, and Jeopardy, while 
simultaneously distinguishing itself 
from other games as it continues to 
evolve. While Gimkit offers several 
types of learning games, ranging from 
an Among Us look-alike game to a 
drawing-based game, there are a few 
notable modes that stand out. 


Classic 

There is a reason that despite the 
swarm of new modes being released, 
the classic mode has stood the test 
of time. It is still the best option for 
a teacher wanting their students to 
answer as many questions as possible. 
The potential upgrades in this mode 
also deserve a mention. Students can 
buy different backgrounds, different 
music, and several different cash 


upgrades. If your students are more 
of the competitive type, fear not! You 
can also buy negative detractors to use 
on your peers. Among these include 
being “pied” or “outnumbered” which 
famously once made David Ni have 
such an angry outburst that Coach 
Stewart had to threaten to D him up to 
stop him from rage quitting. All in all, 
it is a solid blend of competitive spirit 
and quality learning and thus earns its 
rating of 6.5 out of 10. 


Fishtopia 

When Fishtopia was released last 
January, it was an instant hit! The 
cool relaxing music easily puts one 
in the mood to go fishing. The map 
is extensive without ever becoming 
overwhelming. Deciding when to buy 
a boat ticket or when to upgrade your 
fishing rods provides a strategic aspect 
lacking in classical mode. There is also 
the lure of becoming part of the most 
exclusive club at MBA, more so than 
Totomoi or Cum Laude combined: the 
“T caught a Gimfish club.” The sight of 
a freshly caught Gimfish is rarer than 
the sight of a pot of gold at the end of 
a rainbow. Students love this mode for 
the good vibes it brings, and therefore, 
it sets a high bar with a rating of 8.5 
out of 10. 


Trust No One 

After the heat of the Among 
Us hype, Gimkit was quick to 
capitalize on the Trust No One mode. 
Unfortunately, its gameplay falls flat 
and lacks the detail present in more 
recent game modes. Although a cool 
idea on paper, the poor quality of the 
design is apparent to players. I do not 
have very many good things to say 
about this mode. Perhaps I am still 
traumatized from Magistra Ellery’s 
eighth-grade class where I could not 
make it two minutes without being 
voted out as an imposter, despite 
whether or not I was innocent. Just for 
that, it earns a pitiful 3.0 out of 10 


Capture the Flag 

With no bias, I can comfortably 
say that this mode is a glorious 
triumph of the human imagination: 
a feat that may never be replicated 
ever again. The fact that it is a team- 
based mode allows for collaboration 
with your classmates and the devising 
of masterfully crafted plots to seize 
the other team’s flag. Abilities like 
going visible invisible and unlocking 
portals also add to the wonderful 
chaos. Join your fellow comrades and 
erect a bigger barricade than the one 
in “Le Mis” to protect your flag! Or 
perhaps you are one to make a daring 


venture into enemy territory, boosted 
by not one! Not two! But three 

speed upgrades! Filled with tunnel 
chases, incredible jukes, and thrilling 
mind games, this mode awakens the 
competitor in us all. Nothing can beat 
the excitement of a close capture-the- 
flag game, and for that, it earns a well- 
deserved, almost perfect, 9.5 out of 10. 


Snowbrawl 

This mode may only be a few 
months old, but it sure does pack a 
punch. With music that gets you in 
the holiday spirit and gorgeous icy 
terrain, this game mode successfully 
evokes the atmosphere of a beautiful 
snowy day. The combat is a delight 
to engage in. Nothing is more fun 
than purposefully laying an ambush 
with your snowball launcher while 
hidden behind a pile of rocks. There 
are a variety of hiding places, but 
due to the general openness of the 
map, gameplay can get tiring after 
too long. That being said, there are 
few things more terrifying than Dr. 
Cirillo chasing after you, brandishing 
a snowball blaster. For the smooth 
shooting mechanics, Snowbraw] earns 
a very respectable 7.0 out of 10. 


Playoff Expansion or Tyranny? 


By Andy Nunn 
Sports Editor 


I write here as an ambassador for 
the integrity of College Football in 
an attempt to open your eyes to the 
atrocity that is the College Football 
Playoff expansion. Why can’t we just 
keep college football for what it is? 
The good old traditional pastime that 
we love and are so passionate about 
will be destroyed. 

The 12-team format entails the six 
highest-ranked conference champions 
and six other at-large selections. By 
nature, we will have the five Power 
5 champions plus what will almost 
certainly be the AAC champion. Then, 
we will have the next six teams in the 
rankings. Because of the expansion, 
the season will have to be moved 
up a week, so rivalry games will not 
be on Thanksgiving weekend thus 
ruining some of college football’s best 
traditions. 

The Iron Bowl, The Game, 
Clemson/South Carolina, Notre Dame/ 
USC, and LSU/A&M for example will 
all be moved up a week and we will 


lose that traditional feeling that we all 
love. We will miss out on getting to 
watch the Egg Bowl on Thanksgiving 
night as well. Not to mention the fact 
that conference championships will be 
on Thanksgiving weekend and there 
will be only a handful of games to 
watch. We will be losing the best week 
of the year for football because of this 
strange idea. 

In addition, the motive behind the 
shift is contradictory. The expansion 
is meant to “diversify” the types of 
teams that can have a shot at playing 
in big games or even have a chance 
at winning a national championship. 
However, in reality, it is not going 
to accomplish that goal. We are still 
gonna see the same teams we see 
every year with the new system. 
Nothing is changing except the fact 
that a Pac-12 team and a Group Of 
Five team are guaranteed to be in the 
playoff. That still leaves ten other 
spots for the SEC champ, ACC champ, 
Big 12 champ, and Big 10 champ 
plus the potential runner-ups and 
maybe another team from that same 
conference. 


There is absolutely a scenario in 
the future similar to this year where, 
for example, three or maybe four SEC 
teams would have gotten in under the 
12-team format. At the time of writing 
this article, the highest-ranked Group 
of Five team is Tulane at 19. They 
have no chance of winning against 
the likes of Michigan or Georgia let 
alone beating Alabama or Clemson 
given their below-par seasons. That is 
why this expansion is FOOLISH and 
RIDICULOUS. 

We would be getting the same 
result time after time. Insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over 
again and expecting a different result. 
The expansion gives us no different 
result. It's the same thing. Alabama, 
Ohio State, Georgia, or Clemson 
are going to win it every year. One 
of these teams has won 7 of 8 CFP 
championships except for a super team 
like LSU where they played Clemson 
in the Natty! Also, with the resurgence 
of USC, they can be added to the 
perennial mix of bluebloods. 

Nothing will be different! Since the 
rivalry games have just been played 


I will tell you what the proposed 
format will likely look like. In order 
of ranking: Georgia, Michigan, USC, 
TCU (top 4 conference champs), 
Ohio State, Alabama, UT, Penn State, 
Washington, Clemson (ACC champ), 
LSU, and Tulane (AAC champ). One 
of the top seven teams (take out TCU) 
is winning this thing all over again. We 
only lose from this situation that the 
CFP Committee has so intelligently 
created. We lose the integrity of rivalry 
week, the integrity of college football, 
and regular season games mean less 
than they ever have because teams 
have the chance to lose and it would 
not hurt them. 

The committee has unanimously 
destroyed college football for the 
worse and it will only go downhill 
because they would never change 
it back to just four teams. The 
cons tremendously outweigh the 
contradictory “pros.” The game we all 
love will be severely hurt and the CFP 
is to blame. To twist the SEC mantra, 
“Tt [college football] would just mean 
less.” 
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Curtailing Metro Council: 


By Raleigh Maxwell 
Opinions Editor 


On Tuesday, April 4, 
representatives of the Nashville 
community and Metro Council 
members clashed with the State of 
Tennessee in a visceral courtroom 
showdown concerning the legality 
of a recent decision of the State to 
halve the size of Nashville’s Metro 
Council. Governor Lee set in motion 
the commotion on March 9 when he 
signed House Bill 48, now termed 
the Metro Council Reduction Act. 
The Act mandated that the Council 
reduce its membership to twenty 
voting members, a dramatic decrease 
from the forty previously elected. 

In addition to the size change, 

the Council is expected to redraw 
districts by May | and incorporate 
the changes into the next election 
cycle this summer. Regardless of the 
bureaucratic benefits of this change, 
the State’s overstep is an affront to 
the democracy that our Tennessee 
Constitution guarantees. 

A brief introduction to the 
law in question is important to 
understanding the constitutionality 
of the Legislature’s decision. Article 
XI, Section 9 of the Tennessee 
Constitution, commonly known as the 


By Jack Farringer 
News Editor 


Many of you may have experienced 
Nashville traffic firsthand. It can be 
a nightmare, especially downtown, 
feeling like it takes hours to move 
only a couple blocks. However, 
Nashville isn’t the only city that has 
been experiencing a population boom. 
So what is setting us apart from the 
rest of the country? Well, the answer 
is our lack of public transportation. 

Despite having similar 
populations to cities like Charlotte 
and New Orleans, which have a 
light rail system and a streetcar line 
respectively, Nashville has no subway 
or train line that runs throughout the 
city. Instead, our sole system of public 
transportation comes from WeGo 
buses. 

Although these buses do have a 
large presence downtown, the routes 
that extend outside of the downtown 
area and into the neighborhoods 
around MBA are sparse, making 
it extremely difficult for MBA 
students and faculty alike to rely on 
the buses as their primary mode of 
transportation. Instead, most students 
are dependent upon their cars to 
transport them around the city. 
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Home Rule Amendment, stipulates 
two important rules for the intrastate 
division of power. The first, termed 
the Consolidation Clause, requires 
that any consolidation of the functions 
of municipal corporations “shall not 
become effective until submitted to 
the qualified voters residing within 
the municipal corporation and in the 
county outside thereof and approved 
by a majority of those voting...” The 
State violated this requirement by 
disregarding the charter for Metro 
Council without achieving the 
approval of the voters. The second, 
referred to as the Local Legislation 
Clause, prevents the State from 
interfering in the membership of 
municipal or county offices, as well 
as doing so in a fashion that targets 
specific offices. In this case, the State, 
blatantly violating the Tennessee 
Constitution, targeted the Nashville 
Metro Council explicitly. 

These clauses are not meaningless: 
they serve as a bulwark against 
a tyrannical State government 
attempting to cement control over 
local municipalities to further their 
political aims. Allowing the General 
Assembly to run roughshod over 
a metropolitan government would 
render the entire purpose of the Home 
Rule Amendment meaningless. 
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Dangerous for Democracy 


Nashville Council poses before momentous decision. 
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The GOP proponents of the bill 
have failed to provide any credible 
defense of the constitutionality of 
their action. In response to claims 
of their targeted attempts to limit 
the Nashville Metro Council, they 
have claimed that because the bill 
is “potentially applicable” to other 
metropolitan governments, it is 
constitutional. Considering no other 
metropolitan council has more than 
twenty members, this claim does not 
amount to any real defense. The larger 
claim made by the State, however, 


Public Transport Remains Key Is 


CG 


Thomas greets travellers at Union Station. 


As Nashville continues to grow 
and thrive, I think that it is essential 
that we come up with a new system 
of public transit that can transport 
Nashville citizens all throughout the 
city and can help relieve some of the 
traffic that we all experience. There 
is no reason that Nashville needs to 
fall behind relative to cities of similar 
size that have created effective and 


efficient public transportation systems. 


Transit plans have been proposed 
in the past, but each of these efforts 
have failed. Most recently, in 2018, 
former Nashville Mayor Megan Barry 
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proposed an ambitious plan to give 
Nashville a new light rail system. 
Although most local leaders suspected 
Nashvillians to support this plan, they 
voted against the referendum and 
rejected the plan. 

Despite this vote, I still believe 
that Nashville needs to find a 
solution that will please a majority 
of its citizens and help prepare 
the city for the future. Because of 
Nashville’s continued growth, the 
city has attracted more interest as a 
transportation hub for the South. For 
example, Amtrak is now considering 


is that the Court should ignore the 
unconstitutionality of the bill because 
of a “legal strong presumption 

that enactments of the Tennessee 
Legislature are constitutional.” 

At a time when democracy in 
Tennessee is threatened by a General 
Assembly that has disregarded the 
constitution by barring members for 
merely their exercise of free speech, 
maintaining democratic procedures 
has become essential to checking the 
overexpansion of a State government 
becoming tyrannical in its rule. 


sue 


a route from Nashville to Atlanta 

that will pass through Chattanooga, 
connecting the region. This move 
further underscores the need for 
Nashville to serve as a model for the 
region and develop an efficient transit 
system. 

Public transportation has already 
become a key issue in the upcoming 
mayoral election that will take place 
in November of this year. MBA 
alum Freddie O’Connell has made 
improving Nashville’s transportation 
his primary goal if elected to the 
office. In an interview with the Bell 
Ringer’s very own Simon Cian last 
fall, Mr. O’Connell said that he thinks 
Nashville is too focused on cars, 
adding that the city should instead 
place more focus on improving bike 
lanes, walking routes, and our existing 
bus line, which can be very inefficient 
at times. 

Most of all, I hope that this city’s 
leaders and citizens can come together 
to create a solution that will give 
people a viable option to ride ona 
bus or a light rail system anywhere in 
the city of Nashville instead of being 
completely reliant on their car. 
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By Edwards Settle 
Staff Writer 


Despite its captivating 
unpredictability, the NCAA 
tournament (most commonly known 
as March Madness) adheres to the 
perpetual trend of organized chaos. 
Although “chaos,” is synonymous 
with the tournament’s marketing, the 
word, “organized,” comes first for a 
reason: it is the phrase’s limiting and 
controlling factor. March Madness is 
special because it follows a theatrical 
but choreographed pattern. It contains 
surprises and even jump-scares yet 
maintains a picture-perfect storyline. 

The genius of March Madness is 
that it always seems to decide the 
best team with the fewest weaknesses 
whether it be an ultra-talented Duke 
or Kentucky team or a skilled and 
balanced Virginia or Michigan State 
team. Throughout the history of the 
tournament, this trend has seemed 
unbreakable. That is, until this year... 

Oftentimes, March Madness 
adheres to the fairytale with which 
it is undoubtedly synonymous: the 
Cinderella Story. This year, it has 
been most like the tale of Snow 
White. But instead of Snow White’s 
return to her rightful place in royalty, 
this year’s tournament resembled a 


hostile takeover by the seven dwarves. 


That explanation may be extreme, 
but please-hear me out. The entity 

of March Madness needed only two 
days to bust everyone’s brackets, and 
by everyone, I mean all 20 million of 
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March Madness: Angrier Than Usual 


the brackets filled out through ESPN 
(Who uses CBS and all the other 
random ones anyway). This year, a 
sixteen seed beat a one seed for the 
second time in history, and a fifteen 
seed beat a two seed for only the tenth 
time. (fifteen seeds are 10-138 all 
time). 

After the first few rounds, things 
only got more chaotic; only one of 
the top eight seeds remained in the 
tournament. In the final four, the 
lowest seed number was four. To put 
that in perspective, two number two 
seeds and a one seed made the final 
four last year. 

In spite of these differences, 
questions linger. Is more chaos better? 
And what is the cause of this extra 
chaos? To answer the first question, 
let’s look at the ratings. In an article 
by ESPN, ratings were down six 
percent from last year through the 
elite 8. To dig deeper, the article 
states that first round viewership was 
record-breaking. For both of these 
statements to be true, the rounds of 
32, 16, and the elite 8, would have 
had to be astronomically lower than 
usual. Through this lens, more chaos 
is not better or more interesting as one 
initially might think. 

The first question was simple 
enough, but now for the second: why 
are so many upsets happening? For 
this question, no definitive answer 
exists, but there are a few likely 
possibilities. One of these is age. 
Historically teams with experience 
do well in the tournament because 


UConn celebrates an unexpected tournament victory. 
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13-seed Furman pulls off a huge upset over 4-seed Virginia. 
PHOTO: Wikimedia 


they know how to react to off nights 
and tight games. In 2020, when the 
COVID-19 shut-down happened, 
collegiate athletes were granted an 
extra year of eligibility to replace the 
time lost. With extra year options due 
to red-shirting, and COVID-19, some 
players are coming back for Sth and 
6th years. 


“Although we 
anticipate the 
unpredictability of 
March Madness, this 
year’s tournament has 
called us to respect 
the genius of the 
organization” 


Additionally, in 2021, the NCAA 
changed transfer rules, and players 
are now able to change teams without 
having to sit out a year. To prove that 
these changes affected the tournament, 
this year’s results are telling. All of 
the final four teams have at least one 
transfer and one upperclassman on 
the team. None of the teams start 
more than one freshman with most 
not starting any. Also, each starting 
five had at least one transfer and all 
but one had at least two (Miami had 
3). This stockpiling of experienced 
players and level playing field due 
to transfers hurts some of the most 
talented teams. Consequently, a lot of 


these teams are power five teams with 
some of the most talented players and 
most coveted recruits. Take this year’s 
Duke and Alabama team for example. 
Each lost before the elite eight to an 
older, more physical team against 
which they were favored. 

It is without question that everyone 
would have loved to see a battle of 
heavy weights between Alabama and 
Duke in the final four, and there are 
many more intriguing matchups than 
Florida Atlantic/San Diego State. I 
like to call myself a basketball fan, but 
I could not name any of the players 
on either team before the tournament. 
Consequently, I didn’t pick them in 
my bracket either. For the reasons 
above, I had less motivation than 
usual to watch the semi-final games 
and I think many others have felt 
similarly. 

Despite all of these complaints, I 
am not ready to give up on the future 
of March Madness just yet. Hopefully 
this year was a fluke. Hopefully 
basketball fans everywhere will get 
to see future lottery picks continue to 
lead their teams to the late rounds of 
the tournament. Hopefully filling out 
brackets will not be as random as a 
coin flip. 

Although we anticipate the 
unpredictability of March Madness, 
this year’s tournament has called us to 
respect the genius of the organization. 
I’d never thought I’d say this, but I 
hope next year’s March Madness is 
more predictable. 
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For the Fans: The Implementation of a Pitch Clock 


By Will Elrod 
Business Manager 


The MLB and the NCAA have 
both implemented pitch clocks and a 
few other specific changes to speed 
up the game. Many sports fans have 
criticized the game of baseball in the 
past because of its slow pace and lack 
of action. These new rule changes 
will help to speed up the pace of play, 
promote stealing bases, and bring 
entertainment to fans. 

The MLB implemented a few 
rule changes that will alter playing 
styles for professional baseball teams. 
Pitchers will have 15 seconds to 
deliver a pitch with no runners on 
base, and they have 20 seconds if there 
is a runner on base. Batters may only 
call time once per plate appearance. 

If batters do not go back inside the 
box with eight seconds left, then there 
will be an automatic strike; likewise, 
if a pitcher runs out of time before 
pitching, it will be called an automatic 
ball. Max Scherzer used these rules to 
his advantage during spring training. 
He would get set before the batter 

was in the box. He would proceed 
quick-pitch the batter to gain an unfair 
advantage. Since then, the MLB has 
banned this strategy and aims to speed 
up the pace of play without providing 
an advantage to either the batter 

or pitcher. Another significant rule 
change is that pitchers may only pick 
off a runner two times for every at bat. 
Although this may seem to impact 
only a small percentage of players, 
this could provide a significant 
advantage to speedy baserunners. Ifa 


By Aidan Conley 
Contributor 


Montgomery Bell Academy’s 2023 
varsity baseball team is filled to the 
brim with talent and senior leadership. 
Of the eight returning seniors, six 
are positional starters, and two are a 
part of the mid-week starting pitcher 
rotation. The team returns the reigning 
DU-AAA Middle Region Pitcher of 
the Year in Christian Lim, who has 
started this year off with no earned 
runs and only six hits given up in his 
first three starts. The team returns two 
DII-AAA All-State selections in Lim 
and shortstop Aidan Conley, as well as 
two DII-AAA All-Region Honorable 
Mention selections in center fielder 
Will Tyrrell and pitcher/first baseman 
Colin Kerrigan. All four of these 
seniors are college baseball signees. 

Tyrrell and Conley have combined 
for 33 hits in their first 75 at-bats with 
10 extra-base hits, 21 runs batted in, 


The new pitch clock, pictured in the bottom left, relegates a limited amount of time 


to collegiate pitchers. 


pitcher uses both of his pick-offs, then 
runners would take larger leads which 
would lead to more stolen bases. In 
addition to this change, the bases are 
bigger this year, which means that the 
path between each base is around four 
inches shorter. The last significant 
tule change is that the shift is limited. 
While many teams used to move three 
players onto one side of the field, now, 
you have to have two players on either 
side of second base, which pretty 
much prevents teams from performing 
the shift. 

The NCAA has attempted to follow 
the path that the MLB created by 
changing the rules to implement more 
excitement in the game by speeding up 
the pace of play. These rules include 
that pitchers must make a move to the 
plate in twenty seconds or less of the 
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previous pitch, hitters must be in the 
box within ten seconds of the previous 
pitch, a mercy rule of ten runs when 
in the 7th inning or later, restrictions 
to the time between innings and on 
mound visits, etc. As you can tell, 
this can be a lot for players to go 
through when thinking about playing 
the game at the same time. In the first 
weekend, a video exploded through 
the internet of Tennessee Volunteers 
2nd Baseman, Christian Moore, who 
was yelling at an umpire to attempt to 
call “time” but this was not granted to 
him while Moore continued to yell. 
Many coaches despise the new rule, 
including Arkansas Head Coach, Dave 
Van Horn, who said the new changes 
are “ruining the game” after an 18-6 
loss to TCU. This was because “If 
[the pitch clock is] getting down to 


Big Red Baseball Preview 


Baseball team poses at Orlando tournament. 


29 runs scored, and 23 stolen bases. 
Kerrigan has had a phenomenal start 
on the mound, allowing six hits and 


only one earned run in his first three 
starts. 
The other half of the middle infield 
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three, two, one, and they’ re on base, 
they know our pitcher’s got to pitch 
and the guy can get a pretty good start 
(on the bases).”” TCU stole six bags 
in this game en route to their victory 
over one of the top teams in the 
nation. On the other hand, Vanderbilt 
Head Coach, Tim Corbin thinks that 
the rules have been a benefit for their 
program as well as for the game of 
baseball in general. In an interview 
after a practice, Corbin said, “I just 
think that if we get a year under our 
belt, I think everyone’s gonna look 
back and say, ‘OK, you know, it’s 
fine’... it’s great for the fans. I mean, 
you don’t want to watch this stuff. 
Three hours and 30 minutes, you lose 
your concentration after an hour.” 
Vanderbilt has also not had problems 
with the new changes because they 
feel that they have an advantage over 
the opposition when they place with 
a quick rhythm. Even though there 
are many mixed opinions of this, the 
NCAA is attempting to help the game 
of baseball by using these new rules to 
bring more entertainment to the game. 
To conclude, the game of baseball 
in the MLB and NCAA has become 
a less entertaining sport that many 
people to do not want to watch due 
to its slow nature and lack of action. 
This can affect baseball in the short 
term due to the fact that the teams 
and athletes need to adjust to these 
new rules, but in the long term this 
will have a positive effect on baseball 
because it can bring some viewers 
back due to a more fast paced style of 
game. 


is filled by freshman rising star Ryan 
Riojas. Riojas, a switch-hitter, has 
a sweet swing and smooth hands in 
the field. The final piece of the Big 
Red’s three-man rotation is Connor 
Hamilton. The MBA defense knows 
that when the 6’3 sophomore is on the 
bump, he’ll keep them on their toes, 
throwing strikes on 65% of his pitches 
and getting lots of ground balls while 
also racking up the strikeouts. 

One of the Big Red’s strengths 
on both offense and defense is their 
outstanding speed throughout the 
lineup. From tracking down balls in 
the outfield, to stealing 38 bases on 43 
attempts in their first twelve games, 
the Big Red have taken the mantra, 
“speed kills,” and run with it. 

With several rivalry series left 
to play, the Big Red are in serious 
contention for a deep playoff run if a 
few key pieces fall into place. 
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Coach Anglin’s 20th Season: A Smashing Success 


By George Ma 
Staff Writer 


On March 3, the Big Red lost a 
tough game to a good Briarcrest team, 
ending a certainly remarkable and 
memorable season in a game where 
it seemed as if the team couldn’t get 
anything going. Although the season 
didn’t end how most of us wanted, 
this loss should not overshadow the 
tremendous journey these group of 
guys endured. 

Starting just a day after 
commencement, summer practices 
began with building rosters, learning 
or reviewing plays, and overall 
progress being the main priorities. 
Also on everyone’s mind was the 
historic 20th season for legendary 
head coach Kevin Anglin, as 
expectations were high for this team. 
In mid-June, the teams traveled 
to various camps and play-days, 
including team camps at North 
Alabama University and Lipscomb 
University. Not only were these trips 
useful for team bonding and building 
team chemistry, they also served as an 
opportunity for the entire team to play 
with each other before the football 
players left. Overall, these games and 
practices were productive and showed 
glimpses of just how well this group 
could play. Heading into the dead 
period, the team was excited for what 
could be accomplished. 

The football season, with the 
absence of several key players, 
including all- region player and 
team MVP Marcel Reed, provided 
an interesting opportunity. This time 
allowed for several players to step up 
and provide much needed depth when 


the team lacked many contributing 
players. Through the first month of 
the season the team gained valuable 
experience losing only one game to 

a feisty opponent from Kentucky. 
Without several stars, the team heavily 
relied on the strong play of Josh 
Roberts, sophomores Kevin Die and 
Collin O’Neal, junior Nick Brunetti, 
and the ferocious offensive play of 
emerging junior, Benton Brown. 
These player’s strong play gave the 
coaching staff the confidence to utilize 
them later in the season. 

The football players returned for 
their first game of the season against 
fierce competition from a strong 
McCallie team. This 53-34 win 
solidified the team and gave much 
hope for the rest of the season as the 
Big Red then trounced division rivals 
Father Ryan and Ensworth during 
winter break to begin league play. 
These victories sparked excitement 
amongst the student body, as the 
feared Big Red student section began 
showing out to every game, taking 
over opposing gyms with their raw, 
unrestrained emotion. It is worth 
noting that the JV and Freshman 
teams also experienced great success 
during this period, further providing 
hope for the future of the MBA 
Program. 

The team won six in a row setting 
up a top-two match up with rival 
Brentwood Academy, a talented roster 
with a lot of star power. Feeding off 
the energy of the students, the Big Red 
jumped out to an early lead forcing a 
timeout, however the sheer talent of 
the opposition proved too much as 
Brentwood Academy dominated the 
remainder of the game. The team used 


Student section members celebrate with the bench after an empathic slam. 
PHOTO: MBA Athletics 


Tbe starting five gets a quick huddle before going back to work. 
PHOTO: MBA Athletics 


this loss as fuel as they won the next 
6 games. They completed the sweep 
of rivals Ensworth and Father Ryan, 
in heated battles that strengthened 
the spirit of the team. One of the 
most dramatic matchups involved an 
intense showdown with newer rival 
CPA who gave the Big Red all they 
could manage, as MBA escaped with a 
54-52 victory. 

Finally, the season culminated in 
a rematch with Brentwood Academy, 
this time at their gym, with all of their 
fans watching. While the student body 
did their best to propel their team to 
a victory, once again the Big Red fell 
short, despite strong play from several 
key players including sophomore 
Colin O’Neal, who provided the lone 
offensive spark in the first half. This 
game ended the regular season and 
MBA earned the second overall seed 
in the region tournament. 

The region tournament saw the 
Big Red once again defeat CPA, 
ending the bitter rivalry and promising 
for great competition to come in 
the future years. The championship 
once again featured Brentwood 
Academy completing MBA. This year, 
Brentwood Academy, the eventual 
State Champions, were just the better 
team, under a flurry of threes and 
strong play from star Tyler Tanner, 
the Eagles captured the tournament 
championship. Both Marcel Reed and 
Josh Roberts were named to the All 
tournament team, a fitting honor for 
their tenacious play in the tournament. 


Finally, the Big Red faced the 
state tournament. After losing a coin 
toss, the team was forced to play in 
Chattanooga against a very difficult 
Baylor team. In a thrilling match up 
the team was able to capture a thrilling 
overtime victory sending them to the 
semi-finals, thanks to a clutch Andrew 
Smith 3 pointer that saved the game in 
regulation. In the semi finals the team 
met Briarcrest out of Memphis. The 
team went cold, and faced a crushing 
loss, ending an otherwise highly 
successful season. . 

While the team will lose the 
leadership of four-year varsity players, 
Marcel Reed and Josh Roberts, along 
with the leadership provided by 
fellow seniors Connor O’Neil and 
Andrew Smith, the team has a lot of 
hope for the future. This season saw 
the emergence of Nick Brunetti as 
a key offensive player, and strong 
defensive option. As well as continued 
strong play by sophomores Collin 
O’Neal and Kevin Die, both of whom 
will serve key roles next year as 
upperclassmen. Also notable is the 
presence of freshmen Hugh Price who 
looks to develop into a starter and will 
certainly bear a much larger load next 
year. Finally, the junior varsity team 
developed many great players who 
will look to contribute to the varsity 
team next year. The expectations are 
high for next year, but knowing the 
spirit of Coach Anglin coached teams, 
the team is sure to be successful. 
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Bright Future Ahead for MBA Hockey 


By Aidan Becker 
Staff Writer 


Though the 2022-23 Varsity and JV 
Hockey season did not end as we had 
hoped, I am extremely grateful and 
fortunate to have been part of such a 
fantastic program. This year, MBA 
Hockey made tremendous strides 
in how our program runs and the 
standards we hold ourselves to. From 
starting skates in July to our JV guys 
missing football games for practice, 
and grabbing Waffle House after a 
late-night practice, Hockey put their 
all to the table when asked and fought 
until the end. 

A major key to our ability to 
give our all came from the mental 
toughness instilled in us by the 
coaches. Our team understood that in 
order to improve as athletes and men, 
we had to be ready for all situations. 
Whether it was running stadiums 
immediately after a lift or doing 
edge work to finish out the skate, our 
Coaches forced us to adapt and push 
through because that is what is needed 
in an actual game. 

Our Varsity guys were captained 
this year by Cooper Greene, Edward 
Heriltzka, Cameron Kinser, and 
Michael Dattilo. They and the rest 
of our senior squad coached our 
younger guys to play at a high level 
while maintaining composure on the 
ice, which is what MBA hockey is all 
about. From team exercises to pre- 
game meals and warmups, the team 
understood how they needed to act to 
fight for the win. 

Hunter Wieck was a wall in 
between the pipes, making every 
shooter have to fight for a slight 
chance. His ability to track and react 
was incredible and bailed us out 
of sticky situations. On Defense, 
the team was able to limit chances, 
maintain possession, and help Hunter 
eliminate the danger. Our offensive 
capability was also superb, Lee Guy 
led our team in points with 23 goals 
throughout the entire season. Our 


TE DESIGN Stunt 


Hockey players make crucial in-game adjustment. 


forwards were also able to get their 
hands dirty to get the goals whether it 
was by a scramble in front of the net, a 
shot off a rebound, or getting physical 
to open up a shooting lane. 

Sadly, our season came to a 
disappointing end with our loss to 
Ravenwood and Brentwood High 
School in the double-elimination 
tournament. I am extremely proud 
of each member of our team. They, 
our coaches, parents, and supporters 
helped raise the standard of MBA 
Hockey, and I can’t wait to see what 
the future holds for the program. 

The Wallace School JV Team 
also had a very good season as well. 
This year’s team was the youngest I 
have been a part of in recent history. 
We all started the season at different 


skill levels, whether it was coming 
off a travel team, playing in prior 
seasons, or playing hockey for the 
first time. The goal of this year’s 
team was to develop to a varsity level 
as much as possible. This year, we 
had the fortunate blessing of having 
Coach Raines guide us in our off-ice 
workouts. The JV team wanted to be 
the best-conditioned, strongest, and 
most mentally tough team on the ice. 
Although JV had its hiccups, they 
proved how far they came at the end 
of the season. 

Unfortunately, the JV league does 
not keep stats, but they had amazing 
offensive and defensive capabilities 
that helped them secure the wins they 
needed. I am extremely proud of how 
each member of the JV team grew as 


SMOOTHIE 
KiNG 


FREE 200z smoothie with purchase 
of 200z or larger smoothie! 
Take this ad to the Smoothie King in the 
Belle Meade Shopping Center to redeem. 
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a player and person despite fighting 
adversity with the league scheduling 
and postponement of games. I hope 
that next year, our JV team will be 
ready to fight back even harder. 

The MBA Hockey program has 
experienced significant growth this 
past year, and I want to thank the 
coaches and seniors that shaped the 
future of this program. They have 
instilled the morals, values, skills, 
and toughness needed to make a 
successful hockey team. I would 
also like to thank them, our coaches, 
and Mr. Gioia for building a hockey 
facility that I know our entire team 
will appreciate next season. 

This program has the potential to 
go even further in the future, and I 
cannot wait to be a part of it. 
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BEST PART OF MBA? 


MOE'S IS ONLY 
0.6 MILES AWAY 


GO BIG RED. GO QUESO. 


<MOEs> 


SOUTHWEST GRILL 
ff 


DOWNLOAD THE 


MOE'S APP 


ORDER AHEAD, 

FREE QUESO 

GET YOUR MOE'S DELIVERED 
.-AND MORE! 


22 ANALYTICS 


By Aidan Moon and Maithreya 
Gowda 
Analytics Editors 


Recently, The Bell Ringer staff sent 
out a survey to the high school classes, 
asking about everyone’s favorite (or 
not-so-favorite) spots on campus. 
Each area was ranked on a scale of 
1 to 5, and the 292 responses gave 
insight into which spaces are loved 
by students, and which ones are not. 
There were fourteen individual spots 
that made the survey, which duked it 
out for the highest score. 

To start on the low end of things, 
Massey Commons averaged 1.93 
out of 5, making it the only campus 
location with an average score lower 
than two points. Some might say that 
this score is not low enough. Those 
people would say that the freezing 
temperatures, lack of sunlight, and 
strict enforcement of the no-talking 
rule make this room less than ideal for 
the average seventh or eighth-grader. 
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“Massey Commons 
averaged 1.93 out of 
5, making it the only 
campus location with 
an average score lower 
than two points” 


The second and third lowest scores 
were Pfeffer and the Massey PL 
Room, each receiving a 2.44 and 2.66, 
respectively. They were the only ones 
to score below a 3, other than Massey 
Commons, of course. Pfeffer has been 
aroom used for meetings and Demerit 
Hall, as long as most of us have been 
here, so it received an understandably 
low rating. But the PL Room used to 
be an iconic spot, where the young 
ones gathered during and after school. 
The room never would have received 
such a score a couple of years back. 
Many argue that since the “video- 
game-virus” struck, and the computers 
were removed, it’s never been the 
same. 

One of the few head-to-head 
rivalries going into the poll was 
Vine Street vs. the Parking Garage. 
Unfortunately for both of them, 
neither one made the top half of the 
results. Both Vine and the Garage 
received scores below 3.25. But, Vine 
Street did edge out the Garage by a 
few points, which is worth something. 

To round out the bottom half of 
the competition, the Theater and 
the Patrick Hale Plaza earned very 
mediocre scores, a 3.2 and a 3.09, 
respectively. Many feel melancholy 
when they hear about the Theater, 
remembering the good old days when 


The scores seem to decrease as you make your way towards the Junior School surprisingly. 
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assemblies were held there. It was 
great while it lasted. But the room 

is objectively a great space for our 
theater program to practice, and that’s 
not lost on anybody. The Patrick Hale 
Plaza was great for the first quarter 
when four square or even nine square 
was played there. However, since 
those games were shut down at the 
plaza, there’s not much to see over 
there, other than some outside lunch 
tables. 


“Existing as a 
designated study area, 
it’s hard to give the 
silent half...props for 
being anything more 
than a dormant area of 
academic work ” 


As we move into the middle of 
the pack, we begin with the library 
quiet side and the Carter lounge. 
Existing as a designated study area, 
its hard to give the silent half of the 
Patrick Wilson Library props for being 
anything more than a dormant area 
of academic work. But it has never 
claimed to be anything that it is not, so 
it garners 3.38 score. While unused by 
anyone that is not a senior, the Carter 
lounge is still appreciated by the 
upperclassmen. Its proximity to the 
college counseling department gives it 
both an easy path to academic advice 
and an air of caution. Thus, it received 


a middling score of 3.51. 

The newest additions to MBA’s 
campus, the Burkholder Cafe and 
Event Center were put to the test 
on the poll. The Event Center is a 
victim of its situation, as it replaced 
the Theater as the location for school 
assemblies, therefore, many view ina 
negative light. Despite this, it is still 
home to a variety of major school 
events ranging from Cellophony, 
to basketball games, to the Integral 
Bee, and so its importance did not 
go unnoticed to most of the poll’s 
respondees. It earned a score of 
3.53. On the other hand, the Burk 
Cafe established its dominance as 
one of the favorite spots on campus. 
Depending on who you ask, six dollars 
for a grilled cheese may be a little 
ambitious, but the general opinion of 
MBA’s premier recreational dining 
location is a strong one. It received a 
3.97 score. 

Before we get to the poll’s top 
scorer, we must discuss the two 
most common relaxation spots on 
campus: the library loud side and 
the Lowry Student Center. Opposite 
the previously discussed area of 
silent study, the library loud side 
stands alone as the most popular 
spot for anyone who is still learning 
what trigonometry is. Dominated by 
lowerclassmen, the library loud side 
exists as a place to discuss class, tell 
jokes, play chess, and get shushed by 
faculty members. The young students 
voted strong, earning the library loud 
side a 3.67 score. The Lowry Student 
Center exists for the same purpose as 
the library loud side, but is entirely 


different in practice. The LSC is used 
solely by the seniors, and any change 
to this is noticed immediately and 
dealt with quickly. There, any topic 
of discussion is fair game, no one 

is safe, the brown chairs are really 
comfortable, and Mr. Markham is 
always listening. The lowerclassmen 
do not yet understand what a gift the 
LSC is, so its score was artificially 
deflated, ending up at a 3.89 when it 
should have been a 5.0. 


“It is clear that 
the dining hall 
stands alone as the 
most ubiquitous 
and appreciated 
community location 
on campus” 


Now, we end with the poll’s 
winner. The spot that ended with the 
highest average score was the Dining 
Hall. Whether it is called Wallace or 
Gioia Commons, it does not matter. 
It is clear that the dining hall stands 
alone as the most ubiquitous and 
appreciated community location 
on campus. Breakfast, break, and 
most importantly lunch are the day’s 
favorite periods for the majority of 
the student body, so it was no surprise 
that the Dining Hall received a 4.0 
score. Had it not been for ambiguous 
gray chicken, it might have even 
received a 5.0. 
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Sophomores Find Their Place on Campus and in the Garage 


By John Howard 
Staff Writer 


Congrats on finally making it to 
the fourth quarter! We only have a 
few more weeks before we will find 
ourselves enjoying the summer sun 
again and getting our tan on, but these 
next few weeks will be full of exciting 
events on campus. 

But first, we have some breaking 
news from the sophomore class 
sponsors: the election results are 
in. Elias Franks won the vote of the 
entire sophomore class in his rigorous 
presidential re-election campaign. 
John Howard, potentially the greatest 


politician MBA has ever had, was 
re-elected yet again despite the valiant 
efforts of Jake Dorfman and Jack 
Smithwick. And finally, Ike Cooper 
and Claiborne Tompkins were both 
re-elected to their posts, running 
unopposed. 

And if you ever need to complain 
to anyone about field day or 
homecoming next year, please talk to 
your new student council members: 
Rush Buntin, Sayan Dalai, Kevin Die’, 
Will Harwell, JT Lane, George Ma, 
and Charlie Roberts. Our grade also 
gained a spot in the honor council this 
year, so Thompson Adams will now be 
closely watching everything you do. 


But as we mentioned above, there 
are many existing events to look 
forward to in the upcoming weeks. 
First, we will have many members of 
the sophomore class performing music 
or running stands at Endada. It should 
be a blast and we encourage everyone 
to attend! 

Sports on campus are also starting 
to ramp up, with both soccer and 
lacrosse starting to play tough games 
against divisional opponents. If you 
simply can’t get enough MBA sports 
after attending these games, you can 
also find the baseball team playing a 
game almost any day of the week. Off- 
campus, the crew team just won the 


overall points trophy at Lindamund, 
taking home the bacon and sweeping 
the regatta. 

Our grade also participated in 
various trips over spring break. Two 
notable ones were the Panama service 
trip and the London trip. The boys 
on the London trip saw all the major 
sights of London with Dr. Sligh, 
learning everything there is to know 
about the great city. In Panama, the 
great men of our grade built two 
rooms in a school. We also did various 
fun activities there, like banana 
boating and tubing for a whole day as 
well as having a scavenger hunt in a 
mall. 


Junior Throw Themselves At Collegiate World 


By Luke Keller 
Staff Writer 


On top of all the other typical 
stresses of MBA life, juniors are now 
finding themselves more and more in 
the midst of the whole college process. 
Asking teachers for rec letters, 
receiving our college counselors, and 
testing: all things that seemed miles 
away a short time ago are now at hand. 


In other news, Britton Busbee 
has returned from his exchange to 
Eton College in England. Britton 
spent the majority of the third quarter 
studying abroad, and while all that 
make-up work was certainly looming, 
Britton said that the experience was 
unforgettable. This summer our class 
will be sending more boys across the 
globe to represent MBA in exchanges. 
Thanks to the Warner Exchange 


Program, we’ll have boys studying 
everywhere from South Africa to New 
Zealand. 

With Prom in the books, the juniors 
now have their biggest responsibility 
of the year as a class behind them. 
Timothy, Zeke, William and Conner 
did a great job planning, and thanks 
to the time they put in the event 
was a smooth success. In addition 
to the work of the class officers, it’s 


also important to recognize all the 
individual contributions of those 
who helped with concessions, set 
up, or clean up. I thought the event 
was a stark improvement compared 
to Homecoming. It was pretty nice 
that the DJ brought speakers this time 
around. 

It’s the fourth quarter. We’re almost 
done. Stay Strong. 


By Isaiah Dulin and Maithreya 
Gowda 
Assistant Opinions Editor and 
Analytics Editor 


We’ ve finally made it. It’s the last 
quarter of our time here at MBA. 
Naturally, every member of the senior 
class is waiting patiently for Quinlan 
to start up this year’s game of assassin. 
After his electric speech at the last 
class meeting, it’s safe to assume that 
change is coming. By the time this 
issue is published, I’m sure that the 
games will have begun. I just pray to 
the heavens that Quinlan does not get 
my name. 

The other major change, now that 
we’re in the fourth quarter was the 
flurry of college decisions from early 
April. There were lots of acceptances 
and rejections, but the bottom line 
is that most of us know our options. 
Now is the time for us to maybe visit 
a few schools, do some research, but 
most importantly kick back and relax. 
To anyone who hasn’t begun to slide, I 
don’t and likely will never understand 
you. But, I’m glad that all of us can 
feel relieved, as the massive burden 
of college decisions is off of our 
shoulders 

To fill breaks, study halls, or any 


Seniors Spoon Slyly 


other times we would do homework, 
a few of us have started playing 
Bucketball over by the Burk. Using 
a volleyball and a trashcan, we’ve 
created a game that is far ahead of its 
time. There’s nothing more uplifting 
than seeing “Game Time” Ben 
Schneider ice another shot, or Jack 
“Shaq” Young stuff it on someone’s 
head. Regardless, it’s a break pastime 
that almost matches the excitement of 
the occasional class meeting. 

In other news, it is safe to say 
that this year’s prom lived up to the 
standards that were set last year. The 
night started with pictures on MBA’s 
campus. One would think that “golden 
hour” is the opportune time for prom 
pictures, but as it turns out, it was 
quite a blinding experience for those 
who did not have sunglasses on hand. 
Avi and the SAGE Dining staff truly 
shined during dinner. Diverging from 
his favorite main protein, chicken, 
Avi presented a diverse and delicious 
menu consisting of spring salad, 
mixed fruits, juicy steak strips and 
salmon, buttery mashed potatoes, and 
assorted cakes and desserts. After 
enjoying dinner, it was time for senior 
presentations. Couples in turn walked 
under a tunnel of yellow, orange, 
green, and pink balloons to be met 


Awestruck Hunter Jeansonne basks in the flashing lights at Prom. 
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with a crowd of spectators for the 
occasion on the other end as well as 
an recognition from Mr. Gioia himself 
on the main stage. There was a brief 
opportunity for pictures with dates, 
friends, and parents alike on the dance 
floor before the party began. It was 
lovely to see DJ Who’s return to the 


DJ booth again for this year’s event. 
With CO2 blasters, LED sticks, light 
shows, and killer music, DJ Who and 
company put on a truly spectacular 
show. Thank you to the Junior class 
for making this year’s prom such a 
special night! 
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Spring Crossword 


Across 


4 Opposite of concrete 

5 A dish best served cold 

8 Vegetable used to spice lattes in the fall 

11 My way or the... 

13 Popular international racing league 

14 Name of the friendly squirrel from Spongebob 

19 Don’t pull 

20 90s drama written by Matt Damon and Ben Affleck that 
popularized Elliott Smith 

23 5 of the same suit 

24 Twice the radius 

26 Body of water separating Italy and Croatia 

27 Flip flops easy to put on 

28 Sport dominated by Jon Rahm, Scottie Scheffler 

30 Fast food restaurant known for their onion-topped sliders 

33 Study of the mind 

34 Connor Corby’s middle name; building block 
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Down 


1 Slightly tart dark fruit or notable iPhone precursor 

2 Tornado made entirely of water 

3 Name of Inspector Gadget’s dog 

6 Moves only diagonally in Chess 

7 Gloat, Boast, etc. 

9 Self-proclaimed Mr. Worldwide 

10 Pulpy Brazilian fruit also known by the Drake song 

12 Born with 

15 Tiny blood-sucking insects 

16 Left after a good meal 

17 Socrates was the founder of this kind of philosophy 

18 Sandwich company with Steph Curry as recent spokesman 

21 Flying Water Pokemon that evolves from Magikarp 

22 British punk band from late 70s known for their hit “Love Will 
Tear Us Apart” 

25 Unspecified 

29 Weapon used in Senior Assassin Game 

31 Joni Mitchell 1971 hit popularized by 2000s sitcom New Girl 

32 Legends of Zelda figurehead, Peter Pan if he was cool 


